

US. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Tretideal. George -Bosh's adqioiwntHii has 
promised .American Jewish leaders it wjU make a new effort to end the 
40-year-Arab boycott of companies that do business with brad. The 
ca m pa ig n wfll.be coordinated with the 12-nsttbn European r/wm u mi iy 
Acting Secretary of . State Lawrence S. Eagleborger said in a letter to die 
Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organisations. The 
letter was obtained Monday, brad's suspension of new boosing construc- 
tion in the ocaifBcd West Bask and Gaza “should be reciprocated with a 
positive Arab response,” Mr. EagMxuger aid. “We hope that given the 
changed ponded cakotas in dm region red progress can be made toward 
rolling back tins anachronistic barrier to contmcace and travel,** Mr. 
Eaglebwwr added.The administration tried two years ago to ananro a 
tradeoff -m which the Arabs would end the- boycott in for a 

freeze on Jewish setdemenn in the occupied territories. The scheme had 
the support -of Satufi Arabia," but . was rejected by braeTs tifrnH 
govermeat on grounds the boycott was iBegd aod setttements were not 
Mr. Eadebiugn called die boycott inconsistent with Middle East peace, 
talks. “We have emphasised that mi end to the boycott would lead to a 
positive atmosphere in the .region,” be said. 
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2 Algerian fundamentalists shot dead 

ALGIERS (R) — Police shot dead two Muslim fiindamentalisis who tried 
to break through a cordon thrown round a village outride Algeria’s port 
chy of Oran, police sources said on Monday. The men were members of 
the Arm ed Islamic Movement, one of several clandestine groups 
committed to changing Algeria by force into a state ruled by Islamic law. 
Police, acting on a tip-off, surrounded the village on Sunday where 
wanted “terrorists” were hiding. “Two of them tried to flee by forcing the 
police roadblock before opening fire on the security forces. After warning 
shots, poSec returned fire, killing the two aggressors,” the official news 
agency APS said. Six other members of the movement were found hiding 
in a garage and arrested. They included one man known to have tried to 
kill an Oran policeman on Sept. 29, APS said. Two Kabbnikov a ss a ult 
rifles and other weapons, explosives, ammunition and cassettes containing 
subversive sermons were seized. In the Algiers fundamentalist bastion of 
Bdcouri. gunmen shot and wounded two police inspectors, the newspaper 
A1 Watan said on Monday. 
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Boudiaf inquiry 
prepares disclosures 


ALGIERS (R) — She investiga- 
.. '• tors probing toe assassination of 
t-.V 5 ; Algerian head of state Moham- 
'mad Boudiaf mil release farther 
. results of their inquiry towards 
V ■' tire end of October, the official 
news agency APS has said. One 
1." man, who said he acted out of 

- religious conviction, is being held 
- " . for Mr. Boudiaf s killing In June. 

■ . But the inquiry team has said it 
did not think the assassination 
. could be pot down to someone 
acting alone. The commission’s 
initial, findings, made public in 
July, said only that Mr. Boudiaf s 
r shooting resulted from 

“blameworthy and criminal inst- 
ances of negligence,” making it 

- easy for him to be killed. APS 
■* /y. late Sunday said the actual judi- 

dal investigation into the kuMng 
• ” had not yet started. 

r - ^ France wants to 
. * > improve Iran ties 

■ PARIS (R) — France said Mod- 

: ~ day that the first visit to Iran in 

- more than one year by a French 
-' r. government minister underscored 
its desire to strengthen economic 
and trade relations with Tehran. 

- S "SI French Jnnior Trade Minister 
r. Bruno Durieux visited Iran OcL 

*^9-10. On Saturday he helped 
^ preside over the signing of a S300 
million contract supplying Iran’s 
Tabriz petrochemical company 
with technical know-how and 
. equipment provided by French ofl 
- .. - engineering firm Tecfanip S.A. 
Mr. Durieux also met with Ira- 
nian ministers in Charge of oil, 
trade, industry and finance, and 
. - , attended the Tehran . trade fair. 

‘ j Greece, Turkey at 
odds over Iraqis 

ATHENS (AP) — Sixty-eight 
-• ■£ Iraqi Christians remained in lim- 
bo between a Greek island and 
~ . _• the Turkish coast Monday, five 
days after Greece tried to deport 
them for entering the country 
illegally. The Iraqis were put on a 
Greek ship on the island of Kos 
Wednesday and sent to the Tur- 
kish port of Bodram, with a» 
’ request that the Turkish autbor- 
• ities take them in because they 
had allegedly been smuggled 
V across to Greece by Turks earlier 
in the week. But the Turkish 
. ’ jj regional governor, Lale Ayta- 

• 1* man, rejected this, saying there 

was no proof that the Iraqis had 
' ' come from Turkey. The Greek 
tour boat Kostakis then left Bod- 
nun with the refugees and has 
remained just outside Turkish 
territorial waters as the two na r 
_ . tkm’s foreign ministries haggle 
:t over the Iraqis* fate. A Greek 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said 
” Monday afternoon that there had 
Been no development in the issue. 

: Yang holds talks with 
Mubarak 

BEIJING ( AP) — Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak conferred 
with Chinese President Yang 
Shangkun Monday, the first day 
of a five-day visit expected to 
it' focus on the Middle East peace 
process and bilateral trade. Mr. 
v Yang greeted Mr. Mubarak at a 
welcoming ceremony at the Great 
Hall of the people before they 
held their private talks, the offi- 
cial Xinhua news agency re- 
ported. “It is necessary for the 
leaders of the two countries to 

- exchange views on bilateral ties 
and international issues of com- 
mon concern," Xinhua quoted 
Mr. Yang as telling Mr. Mubar- 
ak. Mr. Mubarak’s visit to China 
is part of a tour that also will take 

him to North Korea, Russia and 
Poland. 

* British aircraft 

i carrier to enter Gulf 

£ - ' 

ABU DHABI (AP) — The HMS 
Invincible, the first British air- 
craft carrier to enter the Gulf, is 
due Wednesday in Abn Dhabi, a 
British diplomat said Monday. 
The Eight aircraft carrier is the 
.. ' flag ship of Rear Admiral John 
- Brigstocke, wrapping up a six- 

- and-a-half month deployment in 
a mission called "Orient 92.” 

; Arriving from the Far East, the 
Invindble’s (ask group is to re- 
. turn home via the Mediterranean 
after its stay in the Gulf. The 
’ * 20,000-ton Invincible, with a crew 
. of 1,166, is described as Britain’s 
most up-to-date aircraft carrier 
: and command drip. One of three 
■ light aircraft carriers of the royal 
. navy, it is equipped with eight 
Sea Harrier vertical takeoff fixed- 

- wing planes and 12 helicopters. 



hundreds in Egypt 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A strong 
earthquake shook much of Egypt 
Sunday afternoon, and unofficial 
reports said at least 226 people 
were killed and more than 2^00 
injured. Official casualty figures 
were 65 dead and 386 injured^ but 
a ranking security official raid 
that was much too low. 

Hardest hit was the Cairo area. 
The state-owned. Middle East 1 
News Agency (Mena) quoted a 
“reliable polio: source” as saying 
130 people died in the capital and 
2,000 were injured. The senior 
security officer told the Associ- 
ated Press the number was 120 
dead in the city. 

The government’s count had 
eight dead and 230 injured in 
Cairo, many in stampedes of 
panicked people. But the senior 
security officer said that would be 
updated later. 

Frightened people ran into the 
streets and ckmds of dost rose all 
over the city of 12 million after 
the one-minute quake, which was 
felt 425 kilometre, away in Jeru- 
salem. 

“We have reports of many 
buildings collapsed,” Fire Bri- 
gade Colonel Ashraf sbeiif told 
reporters outside a fire station in 
the city centre. 

Stale radio said the latest 
casual tiy figures were given by 


Cairo’s seenrity chief, Rida 
Abdul Aziz, who is in charge of 
an operations centre coordinating 
rescue work. 

Stale television said a school in 
a poor southern district had col- 
lapsed but there was no word on 
casualties there. 

The Ministry of Health issued 
an urgent call fin- off-duty doctors 
at Cam) and ‘Ain Shams hospitab 
to report to work. 

Reporters said they saw balco- 
nies had collapsed on some small 
bufldtngs. 

Dazed residents stood in alley- 
ways in front of their homes, 
surrounded by nibble and too 
frightened to go bade in. 

The television said in' its first 
bulletin, more than an hour after 
the quake: “Egypt experienced 
the most powerml earthquake in 
its history which caused, a cot in 
power and telephone lines. ** 

State radio quoted the opera- 
tions centre as saying it had 20 
reports of damage to bufldmgs on 
die west bank of the Nfle and four 
reports from the east bank. 

Cairo sprawls from the ancient 
Pyramids of Giza on the edge of 
the desert on the west bank to the 
minarets of mediaeval Cairo on 
the east bank and new tower 
blocks and factories in so barbs to 
the sooth. 


Ibrahim A1 Hinurii, an earth- 
quake expert at the g ov e rnment’s 
Helwan observatory, said the 
shock measured between 5J and 
6.0 on the Richter scale, strong 
enough to damage a city exten- 
sively. • 

The U.S. Geological Survey in 
Golden, Colorado, said the 
quake’s centre had been 30 
kilometres southwest of Cairo. 

The tower Mode in which Ren- 
ters has offices on the 21st floor 
shuddered and swayed when the 
quake struck at 3.10 p.m. (1310 
GMT). 

There was no obvious damage 
to the biggest buildings in the city 
centre, such as the state radio and 
television centre overlooking the 
Nile and the 30-storey Ramss 
Hilton hotel. 

But there are many poor dis- 
tricts where families live packed 
in badly-built tenement blocks 
and bidding collapses are reg- 
ularly reported. 

In a four-storey budJtftng split 
by huge cracks, women on balco- 
nies threw bags of possessions 
down to the street. 

Karam Fakhry, a grain mer- 
chant in has 40s, stood in the 
street with his two children. “Ev- 
erything fell off the shelves and 

(Co n ti n ued on page 5) 


2 Palestinians killed; 
agree only to ‘suspend 


detainees 
’ strike 


Combined agency dispatches 

TWO PALESTINIANS shot and 
wounded in dashes with Israeli 
troops died Monday and a human 
rights group said Palestinian de- 
tainees in Israeli prisons had 
agreed only to’snspend a 15-day 
hunger-strike for a week to see if 
the occupation authorities made 
good their promises to improve 
jail conditions. 

Moutaz Saidaxn, 14, of the 
Gaza Strip refugee camp of Nus- 
seirat, died from a head wound 
sustained in a clash with soldiers 
Sunday, reports said. 

Riad Azir, 20, of the West 
Bank town of Saifit died after 
being shot during a stone- 
throwing dash with soldiers late 
Sunday, the Palestinian reports 
added. 

The army confirmed both 
deaths. 

On Sunday, Israel moved rein- 
forcements into the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip to 
quell protests in support of the 


prisoners* hunger-strike. 

The police ministry announced 
Sunday night that Israel had 
reached an agreement with pris- 
oners to end the strike in ex- 
change for a review of prison 
conditions. 

The . Palestinian human rights 
group, A1 Haq — Law in the 
Service of Man, said Monday the 
prisoners only agreed to suspend 
tire strike action for a week to see 
if the prison authority made good 
on - promises to improve food, 
increase exercise facilities, reduce 
ov e rcrow d ing and limit solitary 
confinement 

Ministry spokesman Rafi Levy 
said in a statement Monday that 
prisoners in all Israeli facilities 
bad -been served breakfast in- 
cluding eggs and milk. 

But Palestinian leaders said in- 
mates in .at least four jails were 
continuing their protest for at 
least another day. 

Several solidarity rallies were 
also held despite the announce- 
ment of the strike’s end. 


■ Human rights groups staged a 
one-day test at the headquarters 
of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross. 

In the Jerusalem’s Shufat 
neighbourhood, young Palesti- 
nians burned tyres and chanted 
slogans until police dispersed 
thorn with tear-gas. 

hi the Gaza Strip, Arab repor- 
ters said 10 Palestinians were 
wounded in dashes with soldiers 
dispersing a inarch at the Khan 
Yanis refugee camp. 

The Khan Yunis protest took 
dace despite a curfew imposed 
for the second consecutive day on 
most of the Gaza Strip to prevent 
further outbreaks of violence. 

In another development, the 
Israeli army reported that two 
“infiltrators” were shot dead near 
Jericho in the Jordan Valley. 

The army said the “infiltra- 
tion" occurred Sunday night, 
shortly after the start of a Jewish 
holiday. 

. (Continued on page 5) 


Somali clan 
leaders hold 
peace talks 

MOGADISHU (R) — Senior 
representatives of Somali's two 
mam feuding factions have held 
reconciliation talks along the 
g^een line" dividing die shat- 
a red capital, Somali sources said 
Monday. 

They said henna-haired elders 
of the AbgaJ and Habre-Gedir 
dune held several hours of talks 
Sunday and agreed to meet again 
to search for a peace agreement 
between their communities. 

Somali analysis said it was a 
significant meeting that might 
help narrow the gap between 
self-styled Interim President Ali 
Mabdi Mohammad and his rival. 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed 

The two helped oust dictator 
Mohammad Sad Bane in Janu- 
ary 1991 bat have been at logger- 
heads ever since in the dan fight- 
ing that has ruined the country. 

Mr. Ali Mahdi, an Abgal, con- 
trols north Mogadishu and Gen. 
Aideed, a Habre-Gedir, holds 
the southern half of (he city and 
much of southern Somalia, 
although his alliances with other 
dans in tiie countryside appear 
shaky, Somalis said. 

“Reconciliation is 
pace, but well have to wait 
see what emerges from these 
important talks,” said a Somali 
working for the United Nations 
to fight famine. 


Palestine Central Council 
to meet in Tunis Thursday 


TUNIS (Agencies) —The Pales- 
tine Central Council (PCC) will 
meet in Tunis Thursday to discuss 
the next round of negotiations 
with Israel, the Palestine news 
agency WAFA said Monday. 

It quoted Sheikh Abdul Hamid 
AJ Sayeb, speaker of the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC). 
The PCC, with about 100 mem- 
bers representing most Palesti- 
nian groups, is a smaller version 
of the PNC. 

Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said in Amman last week 
the council would decide tire 
FLO’s final position on whether 
to continue negotiations or with- 
draw from the tplks, which are 
due to resume m Washington on 
Oct. 21. . 

The debates in the council, 
which sets policy guidelines for 
the PLO Executive Committee 
between sessions of the PNC, are 
expected to be heated. 

Palestinian radicals wfll call for 
withdrawal from the talks. The 
moderate majority, led by Mr. 
Arafat’s Fateh movement, advo- 
cates persevering with the nego- 
tiations. 

PLO-Syrian relations took a 
new tarn to the worse this 
weekend, when President Hafez 
A1 Assad declined to meet with 
Mr. Arafat, according to Palesti- 
nian sources quoted by the 
Associated Press. - 

The snub was coupled with a 


surprise demand by Damascus- 
based Palestinian groups opposed 
: to tire peace talks for tbe post- 
ponement of the PCC meeting. 

The row with Syria could 
undermine efforts to reach a com- 
prehensive Arab-Israeli settle- 
ment, and leave tbe door open 
for a' separate deal between Syria 
and Israel that would isolate tbe 
Palestinians. 

Already. Israel which had in 
the past rejected any “te r rit oria l 
concessions,” offered Syria last 
month partial withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights.” 

Inter-Palestinian disputes 
would weaken the Palestinians by 
portraying them as a divided 
house and unreliable partner in 
the peace process. 

Mr. Arafat was expected to win 
renewed PCC endorsement, de- 
spite the hardlines* de- 
mands that the Palestinians 
should quit the peace process, 
begun in Madrid a year ago. 

The hardliners complain that 
after six rounds of talks, Israel 
still opposes a withdrawal from 
tbe West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
This, they argue, contradicts 
assurances from the United 
States before the dart of tbe 
process that the talks would be 
based on U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242, demanding that 
Israel refiuquish the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

(Confound no page 5) • 


King receives Britain’s chief of defence 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein received 
at the Royal Court Monday 
British Chief of Defence Field 
Marshal Richard Vincent mid 
an accompanying delegation 
in an audience which was 
attended by Chairman of tbe 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Field Mar- 
shal Fathi Abn Taleb and Brit- 
ish Ambassador to Jordan Pat- 
rick Eyers. 

King Hussein and Sir 
Richard exchanged views on 
issues of concern to Jordan and 
the United Kingdom. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker also met with Sir 
Richard and reviewed with him 
Jordanian-British relations, 
particularly in fields of defence 
and modem military technolo- 


gy. The two stressed the need 
to enhance relations between 
the two countries. 

Sir Richard, who arrived in 
Amman Sunday at die bead of 
a military delegation, , was also 
received by Field MarshaPAbu 
Taleb, who briefed him on the 
development of the armed 
forces. Field Marshal Abn 
Taleb and Sir Richard re- 
viewed the situation in the 
region, tbe Middle East peace 
process and Jordan’s strategic 
importance in the region. The 
British chief of defence also' 
visited the Martyr’s Monument 
in Amman where be was re- 
ceived by the deputy chief of 
staff for intelligence and the 
director of the morale Gui- 
dance Department 



Hb Majesty Hu ss ei n Monday receives British Chief of Defence 
Field Marshal Richard Vincent (Petra photo) 


Court hears wiretap evidence in A1 Nafeer 
case after overruling defence arguments 


By Sana Atiyeh 
and P.V. Vrrekanand 

MARKA — The State Security 
Court Monday heard recorded 
telephone conversations and pub- 
lic commentaries of defendants 
introduced as evidence by the 
prosecution as it resumed the trial 
of Shabab A1 Nafeer A1 Islam! . 

Pindrop silence prevailed in tbe 
overcrowded courtroom as Pro- 
secutor Major Mobannad Hijazi 
played 11 audio-cassette tapes 
containing what a prosecution 
witness said were telephone con- 
versations involving the first and 
second defendants, deputies 
Laith Shbeflat and Yaconb Qar- 
rasb, and seven others. 

The conversations, obtained 
through wiretapping but not im- 
mediately dated, were introduced 
as evidence after Presiding Judge 
Yousef Faouri overruled defence 
objections on technical and legal 
grounds. 

The voices of tbe accused de- 
puties were “positively** identi- 
fied by sound technician and pro- 
* 


sedition witness Khaled Maqda- 
di. Other voices in the tapes were 
identified in a prosecution trans- 
cript of the conversations as those 
of tbe wife of third defendant 
Ahmad Ayoobi, “Khaled,” “Col- 
onel Nasr Yousef,” Mohammad 
Zaghalil, fugitive banker Ahmad 
Chalabi, former Jordan-Gulf 
Bank Director Hassan Abdul 
Aziz and prosecution witness 
Mahmoud Tayyem. 

(Excerpts used by the Jordan 
Times in tins report are based on 
tbe transcripts, which were hand- 
written and not very clear. The 
play-back of the tapes in court 
through two wall-mounted speak- 
ers was occasionally marred by 
static, again making it difficult to 
-understand parts of the conversa- 
tion): 

— Tbe first tape contained a tele- 
phone conversation between Mr. 
ShbeOiT and Sheikh Q^irash. The gist 
of tbe brief call was who should 
attend a meeting in Libya. Sheikh. 
Qarrasb suggested that he attend tbe 
meeting in his capacity as “deputy 
secretary- general and Mr. 

Shbeifat said he had no objections. 


Sheikh Qarrasb did not name any 
'specific organaation although be did 
mention “organisations.” 

— Tape number two contained a 
telephone call by Sheikh Qarrash to ' 
tbe residence of third defendant 
Ayoubi. whose wife answered the call 
saying her husband was not at home 
since he was “detained" the previous 
evening Sheikh Qarrash sounded sur- 
prised by the news. 

(Apparently the caD was made on 
Aug. 18, one day after Mr. Ayoubi 
was arrested following a raid on a 
picture-frame shop he co-owns with 
tbe fourth defendant, Abdul Hamid 
Idkedefc. Sbeikh Qarrasb was 
arrested on Aug. 27 and Mr. SbbeOai 
on Aug. 31). 

— Tape number three was a call 
between a man identified only as 
“Khaled,” and Sheikh Qarnub. The 
deputy was heard saying that “Laith 
is working in Jordan — me and Laith, 
bat Laith is essential,*’ and “If you 
talk with brother Lakh, he has in- 
formation'’ and “AD information is 
with Laith.” 

— Tape number four was a call 
between a “Colonel Nasr Yousef* 
and Sheikh Qarrash. Part of it went 
Blrg this: 

“Yaconb: We met in an emergency 
meeting and we told him we are going 


to do iL whether you agree or not, the 
second day of the war we announce 
mflitias ... ” 

“Nasr. Yes, I know.” 

“Yacoub: If yon pass by, we can 
discuss further." 

“Nasr: Alright." 

“Yacoub: ... to buy things." 

“Nasr Alright.” 

“Yacoub: Should I buy or shorld I 
not 7" 

“Nasr. When I come we will discuss 
this” 

Another conversation in the same 
tape, a transcript of which was mis- 
sing, was between Sbeikh Qarrash 
and Mahmoud Tayyem, a govern- 
ment employee ana prosecution wit- 
ness who has admitted in court to 
have been a member of a committee 
in charge of the AJ Nafeer group. 

Part or the conversation focused on 
a municipal “fine” that Mr. Tayyem 
was supposed to have paid for violat- 
ing building codes. 

Sheikh Qanvsh accused die au- 
thorities of “discriminating against 
Palestinians." 

“We either leave this country or 
rule it," he said. 

“Are we Jews?” he asked. “Even 
the Jews are now becoming friends." 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq asks 
for Ekeus’ 
mission 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The Iraqi 
government has asked a senior 
U.N. official to oversee an up- 
coming weapons inspection to 
prevent confrontations related to 
theU.S. presidential election, tbe 
foreign minister said Monday. 

Iraq wants Rolf Ekeus, chair- 
man of the U.N. special commis- 
sion tn charge of tbe inspections 
progra mm e, to be present when 
the 50-member team — the 
largest yet — travels to Baghdad 
Friday. 

Mr. Ekeus has already rejected 
an Iraqi request to postpone tbe 
inspection until after tbe Nov. 3 
election. 

“We feel that now. there is an 
abnormal political atmosphere 
because of tbe American elec- 
tion,” Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Saeed AI Sahhaf told repor- 
ters. “Therefore, I have re- 
quested Mr. Ekeus to come to 
Baghdad to supervise die work of 
the inspection teams. 

“This will guarantee that tbe 
Americans and others may not 
exploit tbe U.N. to their own 
ends,” be said. 

The leader of foe in s pection 
team said Sunday in Bahrain that 
his mission would focus on up to. 
200 Scud missiles that intelligence 
sources believe may still be hid- 
den. 

Nikita Saidovich, a Russian, 
also said foe inspection was not 
related to American politics. 

Iraq initially tried to delay foe 
team’s two-week mission, saying 
it is waiy of a U.S.-engineered 
attempt to provoke a confronta- 
tion to help President George 
Bosh. 

Even if Mr. Ekeus does not 
come, Mr. Sahhaf said “at least 
we have expressed our fear...” 

“We wanted to make it dear 
that by avoiding misbehaviour 
from the Americana and the 
others, will make tbe U.N. job be 
done foe right way.” 


Sheikh Saad renamed premier 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — The 
emir of Kuwait reappointed his 
bar as prime minister Monday in 
defiance of an opposition that 
emerged stronger from par- 
liamentary elections. 

Crown Prince Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah Al Sabah was in office 
when Iraq invaded Kuwait more 
than two years ago. 

The prince has said he would 
not oppose opposition demands 
to open the so-called “invasion 
file” into the authorities* conduct 
after Iraqi troops moved in. 

But diplomats described tbe 
reappointment, announced on 
Kuwait radio, as a slap in the face 
for the opposition which ran away 
with 32 of foe 50 elected seats in 
Kuwait's first poll for a fully- 
elected parliament in six years. 

In tbe run-up to foe Oct. 5 
elections, opposition groups cal- 
led for the office of tbe crown 
prince to be split from that of the 
prime minister. 


They said it would be embar- 
rassing if parliament ever carried 
a no-ccmndence vote in a prime 
minister who was also heir to the 
throne. 

Diplomats said Sheikh Saad's 
reappointment may also signal 
that other members of the cabinet 
dissolved by the emir after the 
elections may be reappointed. 

The emir will appoint the new 
cabinet on Sheikh Saad's recom- 
mendation parliament convenes 
on Oct. 20, government officials 
said. 

The official Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) said Sbeikh Ja- 
ber asked for the names of the 
new 16-member cabinet before 
be issues a decree appointing the 
new government. 

Sheikh Saad retracted an ear- 
lier threat to step down from the 
post of prime minister if he did 
not get the full support for his 
past work. 

A senior delegation from the 


ruling Al Sabah family and lead- 
ing Kuwaiti citizens visited with 
him and assured him of tbe coun- 
try’s support, according to press 
reports Monday. 

Opposition figures have 
formed a committee to demand 
that at least eight cabinet seats be 
given to parliament members. In 
the past, Sheikh Saad has taken 
at most three members into the 
government. 

Cabinet ministers have tbe 
right to vote in parliament. But 
parliament members said the test 
of cooperation with the assembly 
will be tbe number of members 
chosen for the cabinet. 

Sbeikh Jaber dissolved the par- 
liament in 1986 for its harsh 
attacks on royal ministers. 

Tbe elections and formation of 
a new government are closely 
watched because of the interven- 
tion of Western democracies to 
end Iraqi occupation of the emi- 
rate. 


Lebanon parliament to meet Oct. 15 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba- 
non’s first fully elected parlia- 
ment in 20 yearn will assume 
power later this week in spite of a* 
poD crisis, official sources said 
Monday. 

A new government is expected 
to be formed as soon as tbe 
assembly takes over, the sources 
said. 

Tbe new 128-seat assembly is 
baif-Christian and half-Mushm. 
But it lacks representation of 
most influential Christian groups, 
who boycotted all four rounds of 
balloting in protest at the con- 
tinuing presence of Syrian troops 
around 'Beirut 

Polling began in late August 
and ended Sunday when the 
Christian heartland of Keserwan 
voted for tbe last five seals. 

Former Foreign Minister Faris 
Bouez led tbe winning ticket ib 
Sunday’s elections, according to 
final results. 

Four other candidates from 
prominent families not strongly 


allied with political factions also 
won in Sunday’s balloting in 
Keserwan, where 24 candidates 
competed for the five seats re- 
served .for Maronite Catholics. 

According to an Interior Minis- 
try statement, only 20.9 per cent 
of tbe 79,432 eligible voters took 
part, reflecting the discontent of 
right-wingers who boycotted the 
polls because they considered 
them a Syrian-imposed fraud. 

Mr. Bouez, son-in-law of Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi, had been over- 
seeing Lebanon’s negotiations 
with Israel within tbe framework 
of foe U.S. -sponsored Arab- 
Israeli talks. 

Voting for Keserwan’s five 
seats, originally scheduled for 
Aug. 30, was postponed when 
only one candidate was willing to 
ran. 

The rest of Lebanon voted in 
late August and early September, 
electing 123 legislators to foe 
128-member parliament. 

Tbe Christians have insisted 


foal voting in Lebanon’s first 
parliamentary elections since 
1972 should take place only after 
Syria’s 40,000 peace-keeping sol- 
diers withdraw from major 
Lebanese cities. 

Syria, whose troops entered 
Lebanon in 1976 after the out- 
break of civil war, has said it will 
withdraw eventually but has de- 
clined to set a date. 

The elections have not only 
deepened the Christian-Muslim 
rift but have also divided tbe 
Maronite community itself. 

Much to the dismay of tbe 
Christians, foe new assembly is 
dominated by pro-Syrian mem- 
bers and for foe first time in- 
cludes pro-Iranian Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

Official sources said the parlia- 
ment is due to assume power on 
Oct, 15 and mil meet a day later 
to elect a new speaker. Under 
Lebanon’s confessional political 
system, he must be a Shiite Mus- 
lim. 
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Iraq shows signs of hard^ 
currency crunch, traders say 



By Jane Arraf 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Iraq, squeezed by 
two years of trade sanctions and a’ 
shrinking dinar, is showing signs 
of a hard-currency crunch, deal- 
ers and traders said Monday. 

They said Baghdad appeared 
to be increasingly drawing chq 
gold reserves for baric food sup- 
plies and trying to entice reluc- 
tant merchants to accept payment 
in the volatile dinar instead of 
-traditional dollars. 

Exchange dealers in Iordan, 
Iraq's mam link with the outside 
worid since it invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990, said Baghdad had 
been using gold since the begin- 
ning of the year for smaller food 
purchases as well as large deals 
declared to the U.N. sanctions 
committee. 

Even the smaller transactions 
were drying up, probably because 
Baghdad wanted to conserve its 
remaining gold stocks. 

“We are feeling the shortage 
because traders have begun 
bringing in dinars instead of the 
dollar and the gold has almost 
disappeared,” said one dealer. 

. He estimated that between 25 
to 30 tonnes of Iraqi gold, most of 
it government reserves, bad pas- 
sed through Jordan since trade 
sanctions imposed after the inva- 
sion of Kuwait stopped oil sales 
by one of the world’s biggest 
producers. 

The gold sales do not con- 


travene United Nations sanctions 
when used for approved purch- 
ases. 

Diplomats in contact with Iraq 
said remanring liqmd assets were 
almost impossible to gauge but' 
they agreed that conserving hard 
currency appeared to haw be- 
come a government priority. 

Australia said in August 
Iraq had bought 900,000 tonnes 
of wheat, using 10 tonnes of gold 
bullion worth about $150 million 
to pay for most of it 

“It’s better than dying,” one 
Iraqi official said privately when 
asked why Baghdad was dipping 
into its gold vaults for food. 

Traders in Iordan, Baghdad's 
supply line since the 1980-1988 
Iran-Iraq war, have largely stop- 
ped doing business with .Iraq 
since Baghdad ordered tbe execu- 
tion of 42 merchants in July as 
part of a drive against pro- 
fiteering. 

Baghdad has tried to coax Am- 
man-based Jordanian and Iraqi 
-traders back into the market. But 
few are biting because of tbe 
government’s new 10 per cent 
profit ceiling on deals and its 
offer of dinars on delivery. 

“By the time we take the dinars 
and change them to dollars, the 
dinar has usually dropped five 
points,” said one merchant. 

The Iraqi currency, vulnerable 
to virtually every rumour sweep- 
ing Baghdad, has recently traded 
at about 35 to tbe dollar after 
plunging to a record low of 47 at 


Iraqi Kurds battle way 
towards PKK stronghold 


HAKURK VALLEY (R) — Ira- 
qi Kurds fought their way to- 
wards the main stronghold of 
Turkish separatist Kurds In 
northern Iraq Monday but met 
stiff resistance. 

Kurdish Peshmerga guerrilla 
commanders said they had 
changed plans to storm one ridge 
held by the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) after Peshmerga attackers 
failed to advance. 

PKK fighters held off a force of 
about 1(H) Peshmerga* who 
climbed towards their positions' 
overnight. 

T here were no casualties, but 
one PKK man was killed and one 
Peshmerga was wounded in sepa- 
rate dashes Sunday and Monday. 

“Now we are planfamg to 
bypass Griaysour (Red 'Moun- 
tain),” Mamosta Bakir, a Pesh- 
merga commander, told repor- 
ters-. “Once we control die other 
heights, we will be able to drive 
through the Hakurk Valley and 
Chiaysour will fall by itself.” 

Iraqi Kurds launched an offen- 
sive last week to expel the PKK 
from mountains all along the Tur- 
kish frontier to stop them raiding 
across the border and to stabilise 
the region so that Iraqi Kurdish 
refugees can return to their vil- 


About 1,500 Peshmergas are 
taking part in tbe assault on the 
PICK’S main bases in the Hakurk 
Valley, hemmed in by a wall of 
peaks behind which lie Turkey to 
the north and Iran to tbe east 

Mr. Bakir said it would be at 
least two or three days before the 
Peshmerga reached the village of 
Dourjan at the head of tbe valley 
to cot tite PKK’s main supply line 
from Iran. 

Sporadic machinegun fire 
echoed through the spectacular 
mountains of this remote corner 
of Iraq but the Peshmerga chiefs 
said they expected no serious 
fighting until nightfall. 

The overall Peshmerga com- 
mander in the region, Mustafa 
Chwarash, said die Iraqi Kurds 
wanted to minimise casualties 
both sides and still .. 

PKK would leave without a fight. 

“If they are smart, they 
shouldn't fight,” he said. “We are 
ready to take them to any part of 


our country where they can con- 
duct a political struggle. But they 
must leave here.” 

Loss of its bases in northern 
Iraq would deal a serious blow to 
the PKK, whose dght-yearckl ■ 
struggle for an independent Kur- 
dish state in southeast Turkey has 
cost over 5,000 lives. 

The PKK has never managed 
to bold territory inside Turkey 
and may now find it hard to 
deploy hundreds of guerrillas for 
large-scale assaults on Turkish 
army posts as it has this year. 

Turkey, intensifying its own 
military drive against die PKK, 
has been pressing Syria and Iran 
to deny tbe PKK sanctuary. 


p ' Aid mission 

A Western aid mission 
travelled to northern Iraq to 
assess emergency needs for Iraqi 
Kurds before winter, a Turkish 
government official said Monday. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
team of Turkish, u.S. and Euro- 
pean Community (EC) repre- 
sentatives crossed into northern 
Iraq from Turkey Friday for an 
dghtb-to 10-day mission. 

There were tour Turks, includ- 
ing two from the Turkish Red 
Crescent organisation, the official 
added. 

The official said tbe team 
would also discuss ways to trans- 
port and deliver the aid, probably 
by track. 

The EC office in Ankara re- 
fused to provide any details about 
the mission. The U.S. embassy 
was dosed because of a U.S. 
national holiday. 

The United Nations has 
drafted -plans to ship humanita- 
rian aid to the Iraqi Kurds in 
northern Iraq last month. 

The issue also gained import- 
ance since the United Nations 
scaled down its relief operations 
and reduced its mternationaj staff 
r.ftsr a Baghdad-obtained man- 
expired on July 1. 

Turkish officials said die Iraqi 
Kurds were reportedly in need of 
food, fuel and medicine worth 
$80 million. 


Thousands of Somalis eat grass 


the onivezsally-nsed black market 
rate. It was about 18 to the dollar 
in July. 

Iraq’s finance ministry said last 
month that Baghdad stood by its 
official value which makes every 
dinar worth $3.2. 

In a move to further conserve 
hard currency and increase self- 
reliance after tbe July executions, 
Iraq excluded more than 100 
“luxury” items including sham- 
poo and olive oil from permitted 


Diplomats said Iraq seemed to 
have realised it might have made, 
a mistake by kilting tbe mer- 
chants — the result was food 
shortages and higher prices.- 
Some Iraqis said President Sad- 
dam Hussein called in relatives of 
several of the merchants last 
month to return assets the gov- 
ernment had seized. 

Baghdad’s push to reopen talks 
with tbe United Nations to sell ofi 
after rejecting previous proposals 
was a further sign it was strapped 
for cadi. 

Iraq, which im p ort e d 70 per 
cent of its food before the war, 
has asked approval to sell $4 
billion worth of oil over six 
months to raise money it says it 
needs to feed its people. 

Businessmen and diplomats 
said Baghdad ako appeared to be 
trying to raise money and con- 
serve cash through barter deals 
and selling oil futures offering 
delivery at heavily discounted 
prices once sanctions were lifted. 


U.N. team 
investigates 
killings 
in Sudan 

NAIROBI (R) — A U.N. team 
spent a third day in Kenya Mon- 
day investigating the failing of 
three relief workers and a jour- 
nalist in southern Sudan two 
weeks ago. 

The seven members of the 
board of inquiry, led by Abdou 
CSss, met pathologists who per- 
formed tbe post-mortem. 

They also interviewed repre- 
sentatives of Norwegian aid agen- 
cies and New Sudan Council of 
Churches. = 1 

TThe team wias due to fly into 
southern Sudan, where nine -years 
of civil war has led to widespread 
food shortages and displaced 
hundreds of thousands of people, 
to meet both factions of the rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), including mainstream- 
leader Colonel John Garang, 
Tuesday. 

The pathologists said in a re- 
port that two of tbe four were 
shot in tbe head with one bullet 
fired at dose range. Tbe others 
were shot in the back, perhaps 
while trying to escape. 

The people killed were Mynt 
Mating of Burma, who worked 
for the U.N. Children’s Fund, 
Kenyan driver Francis Ngure, 
Filipiuno nurse Wilma Gomez of 
Interaid and Norwegian journal- 
ist Helge HwmncvoIL 

“The probe team wants to find 
out who is responsible for the 
ghastly act,” a senior U.N. offi- 
cial told Reuters. 

Soon after arrival in tbe Ke- 
nyan capital Nairobi Saturday, 
the investigators saw representa- 
tives of two dozen relief agencies 
which were meeting to discuss tire 
future of mercy work in rebel 
areas of south Sudan. 

Tbe agencies suspended their 
work in the eastern Equatoria 
region after tbe killings. 

Francis Mwanza of the World 
Food Programme said tbe U.N. 
withdrawal had fait about 100,000 
starving people in eastern 
Equatona and relief agencies had 
discussed at the weekend bow to 
get food to tbe region. 


By Edith M. Lederer 

The Associated Press 

WAFDIAI, Somalia .—Hie huge 
international relief effort for 
Somalia’s stapling has bypassed 
Bashir Ibrahim Muktar and hk 
family — they’ve been reduced to 
eating grass to survive. ' 

. They are far from alone. 
Abdule Ibrahim Haidar, com- 
missioner -of the Acaba district, 
says thousands of people m the 
district’s 376 villages axe surviving 
on grass because the relief effort 
has targeted only tbe dty of Bur 
Acaba. ' 

Even there, the food has been 
insufficient to feed all tbe hungry. 

Mr. Muktar lives just id 
.kilometres from Bar Acaba, but 
he and bis two wives and n™ 
children have decided not to try 
their hick at the aid kitchens 
there, fearing they might not get 
food, or could die of disease or 
exposure in tbe refugee-swollen 

dty. 

Instead, they have deckled to 
stay on their land and put their, 
trust in God. 

“Tbe circumstances force us to 
stay,” said the 38-year-old far- 
mer. “There is nothing else to be 
done.” 

Mr. Haidar said be had asked 
tbe Red Cross and other agencies 
to provide food and seeds to tbe 
district’s villages, but has re- 
ceived no response. 

Relief agencies, winch want to 
keep Somalis from migrating to' 
large towns in search of food, 
have started distributing food to 
rural parts of the Bakloa region, 
about 65 kilometres to the north- 
west. But they do not have the 
food or manpower to launch a 
similar operation in Acaba. 

The tragedy of Wafdiai is typic- 
al of many small fanning villages 
which were caught in tbe fighting 
that ousted dictator Mohammad 
Siad Bane in January 1991. 

“Supporters of Siad Bane’s 
regime came here and started 
looting food and lolling people,” 
said Mohammad Yere Aden, 67, 
a village dan elder. “We had 
cattle, camels and goats, too, but 
they were also looted. Now, we 
have nothing.” 

Before the fighting and famine, 
about 600 people lived in Waf- 
diai, a duster of conical bids with 
mud-baked walls and thatched 
roofs set in dusty, sparse scrub- 
land. Today, about 200 people 


The fanny fa 


i Somalia is that relief efforts have brought fa grains to 
i wfafle people other regions fa the Eufae-Mt country are 


50, a mother of six. “When it gets 
cold, you squeeze it to dry tbe 
water out and then you eat it.” 

Sheikh Aden said the village 
.needs food, seeds, medicine and 
farm tools. 

“We trust our God and we 
shall beg our God to help us, and 
to bring rain and seeds so that we 
can plant,” be said. 

If he had money, Mr. Muktar 
said: “I would have gone some 
place nearby and bought seeds 
and planted everything there is to 
grow.” 

But now the tall, gaunt farmer 
looked at the follow fields, 
wondering when there will be no 
more kabla — and what his fami- 
ly would eat then. 

“We shall stay. God is some- 
thing beyond dor knowing. We 
put our forth in him ." 


are left, Mr. Aden said. 

Mr. Mnktar said about 1,000 
people from several Villages in 
the area died in the - fighting. 

“Because of the famine, most 
people passed away and some of 
diem disappeared,” said Sheikh' 
Birkan Hussein Aden, 80, the 
village’s Muslim leader. 

“We have been eating grass for 
two months,” Mr. Muktar said. 
“Before then we had been cook- 
ing animal skins. But there are no 
slons left” 

Mr. Aden produced a basket 
from his hut, filled with pieces of 
a grass called kabla, which had 
been gathered earlier in the day. 
He emptied it on a skin mat. That 
was dinner for him, his wife and 
seven children. 

The grass is first boiled in 
water, said Hawa Yosef Maafin, 


Sudan isays meat being.SQld , 
to Iraq purely to makonfoney 


KHARTOUM (AP) —Sudan 
Monday protested U.S. criticism 
of its decision to sell meat to Iraq,, 
which it said was necessary to 
earn money for importing medi- 
cines and other commodities. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
said “some foreign circles” have 
exploited the beef exports to “in- 
rite international opinion against 
tbe Sudanese government, 
attempting to infringe on our 
independent policies.” 

A private Islamic company, A1 
Rawassy, obtained permission 
from the United Nations to fly in 
a reported 20,000 tonnes of meat. 
Tbe U.N. Security Counil allows 
shipments of food and medicine' 
into Iraq despite an embargo in 
force since Baghdad’s invasion of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990. 

But an A1 Rawassy spokesman 
Said so for beef has been flown 
only to Jordan, from where it is 
transported overland to Iraq. Tbe 
spokesman did not specify how 
much was involved or when direct 
fligh t to Iraq will begin. 

Monday’s Foreign Ministry cri- 
ticism did not specify the United 
States, but Washington obviously 
was the target. . 

Citing severe food shortages in 
Sudan, tbe U.S. State Depart- 
ment last Tuesday urged the 
Khartoum government to reas- 
sess the decision. “We think the 
government of Sudan should re- 
consider its transaction in light of 
the needs of its own people,” 
department spokesman Richard 
Boucher said. 


* fludan~isr "among the” world’s 
poorest countries, where hun- 
dreds of thousands of people 
.have (tied from famine caused for 
drought and nine-year-old civil 
war. But Khartoum has 
announced sending relief food to 
sumlaily afflicted neighbouring 
countries like Somalia. 

Sudan’s food shortage is parti- 
cularly acute in the south. United 
Nations figures say 3.7 million 
people, mostly non-Mustims, are 
thought to be at risk there. 

As well as complaining of in- 
terference in its internal affairs, 
tbe Foreign Ministry statement 
defended the meat sales. 

“Sudan is in need of earnings 
from the export of meat and 
other commodities to cover its 
import of medicines, petroleum 
and other commodities,” the 
statement said. 

Sudan has said it was “pre- 
pared to offer support to any 
needy country.” 

In imposing punitive sanctions 
on Iraq, the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil exempted food and medicine 
from an air and surface embargo. 

U.S. relations with Sudan have 
been strained since Lieutenant- 
General Omar Hassan A1 Bashir 
took power in a military coup in 
the summer of 1989. They took a 
turn for the worse last month 
whdn Sudan executed on treason 
charges a Sudanese employee of 
the U.S. Agency for Internation- 
al Development in the southern 
city of Juba. 


Journalist. 
held for- 
criticising 
Kuwaiti 
minister 

KUWAIT (AP) — Police have 
detained a newspaper columnist 
accused of insulting tbe informa- 
tion minister and criticising gov- 


the completion of an investiga- 
tion into the case. 

“This is tiie first confrontation 
between the government and the 
liberal forces in the paxtiament,” 
Abdul Latif A1 Duaij, a col- 
umnist at tbe independent news- 
paper AI Qabas, told the Associ- 
ated Press by telephone from the 
police station after detention, i 

Kuwait elected its first post- ! 
war parliament last week. Thirty- 
five out of 50 seats were swept by 
opposition figures and their 
allies, including Jassem Al Saqer, 
the fother of Mohammad Al Saq- 
er, the editor-in-chief of A! 
Qabas. 

Faring the- same accusation, 
Mohammad Al Saqer was re- 
leased on 1 bail of 2,000 dinars 
($7,000). 

Mr. Duaij accused the govern- 
ment in articles be wrote d arin g 
the past eight months of spread- 
ing rumours, and fostering in- 
security and fears of a second 
Iraqi invasion. 

He also attacked the govern- 
ment newspaper Al Fajr Al JadhL 


middle east news in brief 


‘Iran seeks Kazakhstan nuclear arms 

WAQWTW 5 TOV fRl Iran bs$ been secretly negotiating to buy 

SSSSSSn tier Soviet 
JETLal may have abeady bear * 5**“ 


evans ana iwucu 

of Iran’s bid to Kazakhstan” as sawng tt may be mipOMU. to 

prevent delivery of warheads if Tehran had m fog 552^2 

Segment. “There is evidence that Iran rimmed 

activ^and the spread of its revolutionary 

regfonto oomckfewith the U.S. election 

^h would be preoccupied,” they mote. The 

mcnf feels it has nothing to fear from Washington and cousid eg th e 

Tcrsian’ Golf its own pond, with Iraq out 

said the Bush administration was warned about the alleged nuclear 
deal last week by Mohammad Mohaddesm, an exiled Inman 
dissident leader. Mr. Mohaddesin’s Iraq-based organisation Mn- 
jahedeen-e-Khalq has consistently accused Tehran s ruling mullahs 
of pursuing a nuclear weapons capability to bolster their brand of 
Islamic fundamentalism. Mr. Evans and Mr. Novak said tbe 
group’s sources in Tehran learned that Iran “had apxdte 
agreement with Kazakhst an and paid for the warheads, which Iran 
may want to fit to Chinese-made Silkworm missiles, but that 
delivery had not yet taken place.” This report “matc hes U.S. 
intelligence reports received several weeks ago,” the columnists 
said. Bush administration officials were not immediately available 
for comment. 

U.N. soldier, woman wounded by shelling 

TYRE, Lebanon (AP)' — Israeli-backed militiamen avenging a 
guerrilla shelled U.N.-con trolksd villages in South Lebanon, 
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said Monday. Timur Goksel, sp okesm an for tbe United 

Nations Interim Fence In Lebanon (UNIFIL), said a Nepalese 
soldier was wounded by shrapnel from tbe shelling on the village of 
Kafra Sunday afternoon. Guerrillas of the Iranian-backed Hizbol- 
lah detonated a roadside bomb near the village of Beit Lecf 
Sunday, wounding two irregulars of the Israeli-financed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia. The assault touched off a shelling 
duel between the SLA and Hizbollah. Lebanese police said a 
woman was wounded and seven bouses were destroyed from 
the SLA shetting of six villages north of the “security zone.” Police 
said HizboDab gunners fired more than 30 mortar rounds on SLA 
positions inside the IsraeiHxxnped enclave. No c a s u al tie s were 
reported from the SLA ride. Hizbollah claimed in a statement 
released in Beirut that the roadside bomb destroyed an annourpd 
personnel carrier mann ed by SLA militiamen, killing all sx 
occupants. Hizbollah leads a guerrilla warfare against Israel and its 
surrogate militia in South Lebanon. Sunday’s attack came one 
week after* the fundamentalist group attacked an SLA outpost on 
the northern edge of the “security zone,” killing two mffitiamen. 
Israel carved out the 1,100-square kilometre zone in 1985 

Abu Nidal activist assassinated 

SIDON (AP) — An activist of Abu NidaTs Fateh-Revolutionary 
Council (FRC) was shot and killed by a lone gunman in this 
southern port city Monday, security sources said. One source, 
speaking on condition of anonymity, said the attacker shot Ahmad 
An tar, 35, a former FRC officer, with a silenced pistol at 7:10 a.m. 
(0510GMT) as be was getting into his car. Mr. Antar was the 11th 
Palestinian to be assassinated in the latest spate of violence in a 
blood feud between the Fateh and the dissident FRC The violence 
began Jane 8, when unidentified gunmen shot 'and killed Alef 
Bseiso, die Palestine Liberation Organisation’s (PLO) security and 
intelligence chief, outride the Meridieo-Montparnasse hotel in 
Paris. The two sides have, accused each other of carrying out the 
murders for Israel's Mossad secret service. Mr. Arafat has been at 
loggerheads with Abu Nidal rince he broke away from Fateh and 
formed his dissident faction in 1973. 

KiuWait conflrmsUS.iahk chosen :: 

KUWAIT (R) — A Kuwaiti defence ministry spokesman con- 
firmed Monday that Kuwait had chosen tbe U.S. Abrams M1-A2 
as tbe irurin battle tank for its army. In trials tbe Abrams had 
outpaced its rivals in firepower, mobility and technology, the 
spokesman said. “The Abrams was a better tank overall,” be 
added. The official Kuwaiti News Agency (KUNA) announced tbe 
choice Sunday], quoting Defence Minister Sheikh Ali Sabah al 
Salem Al Sabah. But in London the British company Vickers, 
which produces the rival tank the Challenger, dismissed the report. 
A Vickers spokesman said: “The Kuwaitis, as far as we are aware, 
have not made any decision and the' report is inaccurate specula- 
tion.” The Kuwaiti spokesman dedmed to comment on the, 
remarks by the Vickers spokesman. Western defence experts say 
the M1-A2, die latest model of. tbe Abrams, is faster than the 
Challenger, while the Challenger uses less fuel and is safer for the 
crew because of die position of die ammunition. Challengers 
competed with the U.S. tanks m desert trials this summer for a 
contract expected to indude more than 200 tanks and spare parts 
worth at least $1 bflfiou, they said. KUNA quoted Sheikh Ali as 
saying a committee of rmhtaiy experts had chosen the Abrams' 
because it is “the most responsive to Kuwaiti army requirements.” 
The minister said the Abrams, which outgunned Iraq’s huge 
arsenal of Soviet-designed tanks during last year’s Gulf war, bad i 
shown dm best performance in desert combat conditions “as 
proven during the war for the liberation of Kuwait.” Sheikh AK 
said contacts were under way with die U.S. government to 
facilitate the purchase of the M1-A2 tanks, which are made by. 
General Dynamics Corporation. The Defence Ministry spokesman 
declined to say how many tanks Kuwait would buy or give the 
expected value of the deal. “It depexkb on the negotiation — mice 
aim availability,” be said. 

Blast wounds two children In S. Lebanon 

SIDON, Lebanon (R) — - Two children were wounded when a 
bomb exploded in tbe toilet of a crowded cinema in the South 
Lebanon city of Shkm, 40 kflometres south of Beirut Sunday, 
security sources said. It was not known who was behind the attack. 
Muslim militants were believed behind a wave of bombings last 
year targeting cinemas and liquor stores in Sidon. 
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ate and sees calm. 

MmJMu. temp. 

Amman — .............. 17/31 

Aqaba — 20/35 

Deserts 14/33 

Jordan Valley - 20/35 

Yesterday's high t e m p era tu r es: Am- 
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man 31, Aqaba 34. Hu 
Amman 11 pet Cent, 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 1 

Dr. Salman Dabboubi ........... 777675 

Dr. Hanna Mansour .............. 775197 

Dr.WafidMawi 6754S5 

Dr. Al Hadi Tayyem 620115. 

Jawtora pharmacy 655183 

BaUhoco pharmacy 6 45199 

Maber pharmacy 669737 

AIDajmripbannacy ... 669620 

Al AbatUC pharmacy 636121 

Ayydal pharmacy 88673S 

Did) pharmacy ..... ... 898020 

Bashar pharmacy 898020 


nn »|p- 

Dr. Radwan Al $aad ............. 273877 

ALRashd&n pharmacy ... — (275825) 


ZARQAz 

Dr. Farab Hamdan 

Rauza pharmacy 

KABAKs 

Dr. OamerMsasannat . 
SALT. 

Dr. Arahhn Al HadkS 
Al Had pharmacy . — 


Food Control Centre ..... 

CM Defence Department ...... 

Chd Defence ImmodiatB 

Resaw. 

CSvfl Defence Emerttocy ........ 

Resaw FaGoe ..... 192,621111, 

Fire Brigade 

Stood 

Highway PoSce ....... 

Traffic Police 

Pfefc Security Dqmnneat 

Hoed Cu mptainu - 

Price CmnpUiats ................. 

Water ana Sewerage 

. Complaints. — ........ 1 

Amman Municipality 


Complaints. — ...... — .... 

Telephone Information 

(directory asristance) ...... 

Overseas Cdh 

Ccatral Amman Telephone 


Abdafi Telephone Repaint . 

Ionian Television 

Radio Jordan 

Water Authority 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
Electric Power 


RJ FBght Information ........ 

Owen ASa IntL Airport.... 


... 623101 
...661101 
— 773111 
.^774111 
-680100 
...815615 

-6 36381 

08-53200 

08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Httisem Merited Centre 813813/32 

Khdkfi Maternity, J. Ann... 644281/6 
Akflch Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Matennty 642362 

Mdbu,J. Amman ; 636140 

Palestine. ShmcinHi 664171/4 

Stanetsad Hospital 669131 


Al-Ahh, Abdafi — 

Italian. AlMihqien ... 
Al-Badrir, J. Aafarafidi ., 
Anny, Marita — 

Queen Afia Hospital — 
Amd Hospital ........ 

ZARQA: 

ZaiqiGovL Hospital .... 


.. 664164/6 
.. 777101/3 
.775111/26 
. 89161 1/15 
.60224000 
— 674155 


Ibn Sma 
AlHBm. 



Pri n c e ss Bann aitopM — 
Greek Catho li c Bos p itri 

IbeAlNafec* Hospital a.—. 

AQABA: 

Primes HayaHoqjW' — 


. — (OZpSTlOO 
(03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA. 

INTERNATIONAL AH90RT 

This ittfbeomion it snppfcri by RojtJ 
Jottbdkn (RJ) i n f or ma ti on depart- 
meet ar the Ouccn A R* lotcmMoond 
Airport Td. (08)332004. where ft 
sfaomtf ahnya be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

-man Jakarta. Koala Lumper (Rl) 

m-M DtahraaflU) 

fel5 AqrinflU) 

•905 Mw*.DatnLAtaDW(Rj) 

*» Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

*45 Cahoffi, 

4735 Frankfort (IJ 

IfcM — — Toronto, Montreal (RJ 

»» : Vienna (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Me* Beirut (MB) 

CUro (MS) 

1*18 Riyadh (SU) 

I9s3» Baratfllim 

23sM Bucharest (RO) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Right* 
(Terminal 1 ) 

the -^ti.h.i iin-i. Aqaba (RJ) 

Mdt — ■ Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

MMT — Firankfartnu) 

Itite yienmnu) 

I1MS Farb, Brands (RJ) 

11*9 ... Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

-u Cairo 

E* London (RJ) 

1K3» . — :3oddah(Rj) 

2fe4S — — Doha, Bahrain lRJt 

TIM — . — Aden(RJ) 

. 21tl5 LamacatRJ) 

Zfc3» Abo Dhabi; Dobai (RJ) 

21s45 Kuala Lmnpor, Singapore (Elf 


Other Rights (Terminal I) 

■7>4S ;. Bonus (ME 

1148 Beirut, Rome (AZ 

«U5 Cairo fcS 

*4=» Riyadh (SU 

Badt M&O 


appESSTL^!.: 


Banana ( Mwlwmiiii. T j ai 

Beans 


Carrot '' 

CanBflower 


Lemon 

‘Marrow (huge) 

Matrowymsi) 

Oman (dry) 

ftwwpmt) .... 

Pepper (sweet) . 
Potato — «. ftMlll 

Tomato 

5? — 

uuava 

Black Grapes _ 
Green Grapes 


o fa* 

Parsley 

meat-., 


500/ 450 

450/400 

400/350 

- 130/80 

400350 

. 280200 

120/80 

240/180 

80/40. 

600/500 

'220 /60 
- — 180/120 

: 380/320 

1807120 

200/130 
.--^130/100' 
*340 250 
100 / 30 ' 
...J~ 360300 
-.-.500430: 

. 300250 

350250 

530400 
- w 550500 

Off. ~ 

_.32Q , 260 

.4-^ 3O0 2» 





Jits' bC ' iispt* *>„ acr'j. - 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker has 
large d gov ern ment departments to speed np the imfdcmentatioo 
of projects included within their 1992 •fiscal budget In a circular 
issued Monday, the prime minister said that some departments 
were slowly executing such projects despite the allocation of the 
required funds for them in the current year’s bodjget The circular 
stressed that these projects were needed in the course of the- 
Kingdom's implementation of economic reforms. 

Greek official due jn Amman 

AM MAN (Petra) — Under-secretary of the Greek Foreign 
Ministry will arrive in Amman Thursday to convey a message to 
His Majesty King Hussein from Greek President Konstantinos- 
KatamanHs. During three-day stay here, the Greek official, who 
will be accompanied byan official delegation, win bold talks with 
Jordanian officials on Jordanian-Greek relations. 

Sboul receives Japanese envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Interior Minister Jawdgt AJ Sboul Monday 
received in his office Japanese ambassador to Jordan Tadayuki 
Nonoyama on the occasion of the end of hb tour of duty. The 
ambassador commended relations between Jordan and Japan. 

Arabiyat meets speaker of Iraqi National Assembly 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat Monday held talks with speaker of the Iraqi 
National Assembly Saadi Mahdi Salehpn the current situation in 
the Arab and international arenas. Dr. Arabiyat and Mr. Saleh 
also discussed bilateral relations between Jordan and Iraq and 
ways of enhancing them, namely in parliamentary fields. The 
meeting was attended by several Lower House of Parliament 
members, the delegation acco m panying Mr. Saleh and Iraq’s 
ambassador in Amman. 

Australian delegation starts visit to the Kingdom 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A seven-member delegation from the 
Australian Pjartiament arrived in Amman Monday on a week long 
visit to Jordan. The delegation, led by Andrew Charles Tbeopha- 
nus, will discuss Jordaman- Australian relations and the Middle 
East peace process. 

Irsheid visits refugee camps 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director General of the Palestinian Affairs 
Department at the Foreign Ministry Adel Irsheid Monday made 
inspection tours of refugee camps of AJ Sukhneh, Zarqa and 
Hittin. He met with local officials and camp residents and listened, 
to their requests for improving conditions at the camp. 

Arab medical Industry to hold meeting in Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — A workshop for engineers and technicians 
involved in the production of medicine and medical equipment in 
the Arab World will open in Amman Thursday. At least 30 
technicians and experts from Jordan and a number of Arab 
countries will be involved in the meeting, according to Nizar 
Jardaneh, president of the Federation of Producers of Medicines 
and Medical Requirements, which is organising the workshop. 

Commission to begin renovation of Prophet Shueib shrine 

AMMAN (Petra) — A .’.Royal Commission entrusted with 
restoring and renovating the shrines built at foe burial places of 
the companions of the Prophet Mohammad Monday ma de a n 
inspection visirtoshrme df^aeitr Prophet in the JordanVaHey. " 
The committee members decided that work on renovating and 
enlarging the site should start immediately. 



QUEEN NOOR HONOURS TOP FEMALE STUDENTS: 

Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday attended a celeb r atio n orga- 
nised by the Jordan Criven&y for Women marking foe safe return 
of Hb Majesty King Hussein and. the start of the new a ca d emi c 
year. The Queen toured the university’s fedffifcs and took pvt in 
various fes t i v iti e s with s tud e n t s and faculty members. The 
celebrations taduded an cihHi l tinB of traditional h andi crafts and 
stu d en t performances of folk mask: and poetry. The Qaeen 
distribut e d certificates o € merit to a group of stud en ts who had 
attained dfetiactioa in their studies. The ceremony was also 
attended by Minister of Culture Mahmoud A1 Sanaa and 
Puivnatty President Amin Mahmoud. Queen Noor last year 
formally opened the u n i versity,- which offers female st u dent s from 
18 Arab sod six foreign countries bachelor degrees in the arts and 


Specialists to discuss child care 


AMMAN (Petra) — Gynaeco- 
logistsyobstetricians, and special- 
ists in related fielfo from Arab 
ami three foreign countries are 
gathering in Amman Wednesday 
-to attend a general conference on 
obstetrics and gynaecology under 
the banner: ‘‘Towards Safe 
Motherhood and Childhood.” 
According to the Jordanian 
Society of Obstetrics and 
Gynaecologists which is organis- 
ing the meeting, 400 participants 
from Arab countries, die United 
States, Britain and Ireland will 
review 40 working papers which 
deal with modern treads in the 
fields, and a host of related topics 
such as cancer affecting women, 
-female menopause, ana pregnan- 
cy complications. 


The conference coincides with 
the aspirations of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) who are work- 
ing to reduce maternal and infant 
mortality rates to the lowest 
possible levels. 

Znheir Abu Faris, the confer- 
ence’s official spokesman, said 
that on the whole, mortality rates 
in Jordan have. been drastically 
reduced over the past five years' 
and infant mortalities, which five 
years ago stood at 80 per 1,000 
children, is now estimated at 35 
per 1,000. Dr. Abn Faris noted 
that these figures provide a dear 
indication of foe medical adv- 
ances achieved in Jordan in the 
field of mother and child-care. 


Poor receive alms 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A committee, 
set up following His Majesty King 
Hussein’s recovery, said Monday 
that it has collected a total of 
JD 180,000 which has been distri- 
buted to die poor and needy. 

The. a nn o un cement -was made 
by minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs SheflfoTzzeddui'AI Kha- 
tib At Tanwmi who said that 
Jordaman private citizens and 
organisations made contribu- 
tions in celebration of foe King’s 
good health following surgery in 
America. 


King Hussein in a message to 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan requested that 
such gifts should be diverted to 
charity. 

Prince Hassan entrusted Minis- 
ter Tamimi to head a committee 
that would take charge of the 
. confection of donations .and distri- 
bute to the needy. 

Speaking at a committee meet- 
ing Monday, the minister said that 
the dispersion of funds in foe 
form of food and mooey in va- 
rious govemorates is continuing. 1 


Cancer centre 
urges fulfilment 
of pledges. 

; AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 
municipal councils donated 
JD 250,000 towards the construc- 
tion and operation of the pro- 
jected A1 Amal Cancer Centre. 

The announcement was made 
Monday by Minister of Mnnicipal 
and Rural Affairs and foe En- 
vironment Abdul Razzak 
Tubeishat. 

Jordanians last, week collected 
JD 4 milli on to help finance the 
JD 14-million cancer centre pro- 
ject through a series of activities 
which, among other things, in- 
cluded a sponsored march, a door 
to door collection carried out by 
npto 22,000 students, and a spec- 
tacular one day television tele- 
thone in which the organisers 
[• received telephone calls from va- 
rious citizens in Jordan and 
abroad pledging cash for the pro- 
ject 

However, not all those who 
offered contributions on televi-^ 
son have paid-up. 

Three local Arabic dailies 
Monday carried “an important 
aimomicemeiit” by the Higher 
National Committee, who orga- 
nised the campaign, urging the 
dcnOTs to come forward and offer 
their contributions to the General 
Union of Voluntary Services 
(GUVS) offices in Amman. The 
notice gave four telephone num- 
bers for people who pledged sup- 
port to ring. 

CPF opens 

second branch 
inlrbid 

IRBID (Petra) — The Cerebral 
Palsy Foundation (CPF) is estab- 
lishing a new branch in A1 Barba 
town in Irbid govemorate. The 
centre, which is being bu3t on a 
900-square metre piece of land 
donated by Iitnd Municipality, 
will be the foundation’s second 
branch in Irbid. The first centre 
serves about 1500 children 
annually. 

CPF Director General Falchri 
Bilbeisi Sunday laid the founda- 
tion stone for the JD50.000 pro- 
ject. Construction work is ex- 
pected to be completed in four 
months and the centre should 
start offering its services to chil- 
dren suffering from cerebral palsy 
in February 1993. 

Bilb&tsi^said' the aims 
to reduce cerebral' palsy cases in 
Jordan from 5 "in 1,000 to-1 in 
1,000 births. He said early detec- 
tion and treatment of the disease 
prevent disabilities from develop- 
ing into handicaps. 


King receives Russian minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday received at 
the Royal Court Russian Minister 
of Foreign External Economic 
Relations Peter Avin, who is the 
first Russian Minister to visit 
Jordan since foe collapse of the 
USSR. 

Mr. Avin congratulated foe 
King on foe success of iris opera- 
tion and discussed Russian- 
Jordanian economic relations in 
foe presence of Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Abdullah Ensour. 

Mr. Avin, accompanied by a 
Russian economic delegation, ar- 
rived in Amman Monday on a 
two-day visit for economic talks ’ 
with government officials and pri- 
vate sector businessmen. On bis 
arrival, he also said that he would 
discuss Jordan's debts to the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

The Russian minister said Hm* 
the balance of trade is slightly m 
favour of Russia but he hoped 
that the two countries will in- 
crease the volume of exchanged 
national products. 

Last mouth, Jordan held its 
first industrial fair in Moscow in’ 
which it displayed products 
manufactured by 334 local firms. 



Hb Majesty King] 
External 


msdn Monday meets Russia’s Minister of Foreign 
Relations Peter Avin (Petra photo) 


The fair was organised in coop- 
eration with the Jordan Exports 
Development and Commercial 
Centres Corporation (JEDCO) at 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade.. 

A team representing businesses 
said that foe fair was 
and Dr. Ensour said 


that the fair was a good opportun- 
ity for Jordanian businesses to 
open new markets. 

Jordan has, in foe past two 
years, discussed with Moscow the 
rescheduling of its debts, which 
are mainly military. Government 
officials have not however re- 
vealed the actual amount owed. 


Farmers urged to return to roots 

By Laney Salisbury 
Special to foe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A representative of 
a German research foundation 
said that Jordan is “an environ- 
mentally vulnerable country” and 
warned that pesticide use, in- 
reased traffic and soil erosion 
-threaten national development. 

“Jordan does not suffer heavily 
under environmental pollution 
but traffic increases... and high 
population growth are threaten- 
ing the stability of development 
in Jordan,” Friedrich Naumann- 
Foundazion (FNF) Representa- 
tive Walter Rudel said Monday, 
opening a one-day seminar on 
organic farming. 

Mr. Rudel, tolling environ- 
ment’s bells of doom, condemned 
foe use of pesticides, chemical 
fertilizers and heavy farm 
machinery worldwide. Referring 
to foe devastation of farmland 
from America to Africa, he map- 
ped out the dangers facing Jorda- 
nian farmers who continue to use 
man-made substances. _ 

Organic farming .promotes 
alternative methods of agricoJ- 
^ tore,' including picking and water- 
3 fog crops manually,- and" using 
natural fertilisers from animal 
faeces to algea. Many methods 
are based on agricultural techni- 
ques that are more than 1.000 


years old. 

According to agriculturalists 
and academics, organic fanning 
can increase output by 70 per cent 
and cut production costs by at 
least 50 per cent. 

But, farmers continue to de- 
pend ou “industrialised” agricul- 
ture, which supplies, the bulk of 
food for the world’s 5.5 billion 
people. 

Jordan alone imported about 
1,500 tonnes of pesticides in 1991, 
costing millions of dollars, 
according to Yousef A1 Shuraiki, 
head of the Ministry of Agricul- 
tures, Pest Analysis Laboratory. 

But pesticides do not always 
guarantee increased yields. 

According to Mr. Rudel, from 
1970 to 1990 the use of herbi- 
cides, insecticides and fungicides 
increased 20 fold; by 1989, 505 
insect species had developed a 
resistance tonne or more of these 
pesticides. 

The inadequacy of pesticides 
was partly proven in the early 
seventies when 15 per cent of the 
United States’ wheat crop and 25 
per cent of its maize crop were 
destroyed by resilient' inse^. 

Despite pesticides, fertilizers 
and new technology, Mr. Rudel 
said, world grain production is 
declining. Wheat reserves are 
now down to about 290 million 
tonnes, enough to feed the world 
for 30 days. And, while the world 


population is increasing 1.8 per 
cent a year, agricultural produc- 
tion is declining by one per cent. 

Pesticides can also accumulate 
on fruits and vegetables, harming 
consumers health. 

It was pointed out that last 
year, Jordan Valley farmers used 
crop dusters to spray their che- 
micals, with many of the planes 
missing their target — they 
sprayed produce which was to be 
picked in a few days. 

Dr. Shuraiki agrees pesticides 
can be dangerous but only if used 
improperly. Though he supports 
organic fertilzers, he said they 
must be introduced in phases for 
fanners to use them effectively. 

Other lectures were by Uni- 
versity of Jordan and University 
of Science and Technology pro- 
fessors. Topics ranged from 
alternative methods of agricul- 
ture to soil protection to feitUis- 
ing- 

“Pestiddes are used indiscrimi- 
nately in Jordan,” said Tawfiq 
Mustafa, associate professor at 
the Faculty of Agriculture at foe 
University of Jordan. 

Summarising his speech “Inte- 
grated-. Pest Management — 
Stone Fruit,” Dr. Mustafa recom- 
mended alternative pelt control 
such as blowing, changing plant- 
ing times, and collecting pests by 
hand. 


Waiting for Godot — 40 years and counting 




Lets'. 


T itf* 


By S^'ameh Ne’mat 

Spdcal to the Jo/dan Tones 

Waiting for Godot? Who ic not? 
if you are, and certainly we are aU 
■ waiting, each for his or her own 
{saviour, then join the crowd at 
the Nabfi Mashini Theatre at 
Luweibdefa to see how producer/ 
; director Sawsan Darwazeh treats 
i Samuel Beckett’s masterpiece, 
( “On Attendant Godot” (Waiting 
Ifor Godot). 

! Whether Beckett himself, Dar- 
wazeh or her colleagues are able 
I to interpret our eternal waiting is 
■for every viewer to decide on his 
or her own. Whether Godot or 
any other saviour is coming or not 
is a constant question, bit one 
thing is certain, death is inescap- 
able. It is the only thing we are 
certain will come. So far it has not 
failed us. 

But waiting for death or for 
your saviour does not necessarily 
have to be all miserable. This is 
perhaps the essence of this tragi- 
comedy: How hope for a saviour 
sustains people until death 
strikes. It is at the heart of the 
question of all religions which tell 
us there is something to wait for, 
something that is worthwhile 
waiting for but without us know- 
ing the date or what exactly it is: 

Estragon: You’re sure it was 
this evening? 

Vladimir: What? 

Estragon: That we were to wait. 

Vladimir: He said Saturday, I 
think 

Estragon: ; You think. 

Vladimir I must have made a* 
note of it 

Estragon: But what Saturday? 



I Sawsan Darwazeh: an attempt | on the absurd 


And is it Saturday? Is it not 
rather Sunday? or Monday? or 
i Friday? 

Vladimir: It’s not possible! 

Estragon: Or Thursday? 

Vladimir: What’ll we do? 

Estragon: If be came yesterday 
and we weren’t here you may be 
sure he won’t come again today. 

Vladimir But you say we were 
here yesterday. 

Estragon: I may be mistaken. 
Let’s stop talking for a minute, do 


you mind? 

Vladimir AU right. 

So is life a process of filling in 
time until the arrival of death? Or 
is it something yon do when you 
,0301 get to sleep? 

HJ. Mencken, the well-known 
■ 'American writer thought that the 
! basic feet about human existence 
| is not that it is a tragedy, but that 
it is a bore. It is not so much a war 
as an endless standing in firm, 
in Waiting for Godot, Beckett 


. hardly tries to provide an answer. 
He presents us with an edited 
, version of life, a drama through 
'which we sit being nagged by the 
: vague memories of having read 
; thc reviews (of oar own lives), 
i The dialogue between Estra- 
igon and Vladimir, when under- 
jstood, can cause a depression to 
‘the point where die audience may 
feel (after the play) that they 
must go and lie down and hope 
they will feel better in* the morn- 
ing. It is the kind of depression 
caused by Vladimir and Estra- 
gon ’s waiting, which reminds the 
audience of the things they have 
exhaustingly been waiting for for 
a long time. It is a pleasurable 
'kind of depression, the kind that 

■ makes you fed good to know that 
1 others are even more bored and 
I depressed than you are. A smis- 
iter, almost sadistic feeling that 

■ exists within everyone of us, mak- 
ing us realise how strong is foe 
wall to five, to cany on, at least, 
j for the mere fact that there is no 
(other choice, or almost, until 
Godot makes his/her appearance. 

Ms. Darwazeh and her col- 
leagues; Nasir Omar (Vladimir,) 
< Muhtascb Aref (Estragon); and 
i Abdul Kamel Khalaifch (Pazzo) 
have been training for months for 
I more .than three hours ■ every 
1 night at the 100-seat theatre that 
belongs to foe Ministry of Cul- 
ture. 

It is interesting to see how very 
little is lost in the Arabic adapta- 
tion of the play. 

Waiting for Godot opens at the 
Mashini Theatre at 7:30 on 
Thursday. Don’t wait to be 
ushered in, everyone is waiting. 







BRITONS TO ARRIVE IN THOUSANDS: A group of 180 

tourists from Britain arrived in Amman Sunday for a week-long 
visit during which they wfll tour archaeological sites and tourist 
attractions. The group, which arrived on board a Royal Jordaniaa 
(RJ) airbus, constitute the first of an estimated 7,000 British' 
tourists who wffl arrive at the rate of one Bight a week between 
October 1992 and May 1993, according to RJ officials. In a 
separate development, RJ has d e rided to operate weekly (fights 
from Amman to Luxor in southern Egypt. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

ft Exhibition of printmgsaBd sodpbires by artist Nadeem at the 
French Cnftnrai Centre. 

☆ National in dustr i es aUUdw which includes electric ap- 
pliances, carpets, food ssppfies, chemical detergents, clothes, 
pnfetw and other items at AI Hassan Sports Stadium in Irbid. 

* Art exhibition by Ahmad Nawash at Afia Ait Gallary. 


Jordan smells ‘Lou lou’ 

AMMAN — A presss gathering was held at foe Amman Marriott 
Hotel last week to introduce foe famous “Lon lou” scent from 
Cacharel to the Jordanian markets. 

The meeting was organised by the Ibrahim and Khaled Abn 
Shaqra Trading Company, “die rifts corner,” which has branches 
mi Jabal Hussein and Umm Ufoama districts, and is one of the 
leading perfume marketers in foe world. 
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Participation is a must 


IN THE past week the country witnessed a number of events 
that are of great potential significance to our citizens. First 
there was the campaign to generate funds for a cancer 
centre which cnhnimifwi in pledges of several mil linn dinars 
to finish to the project. Also there was a seminar on motor 
vehicles, their oses ami, more importantly perhaps, their 
nrisnses. Then there was another seminar, thh tone on 
agriculture, and the effects of weeds, fertilizers and 
pesticides on agricultural products. And last, but not least, a 
debate on organic agriculture as an alternative to ch emical 
agriculture took place yesterday to highlight the importance 
of the topic to our society. 

All at these and other activities highlight concern by 
Jordanians over matters that directly affect their health. 
And an point to a long suppressed fact that the environment 
in Jordan has been deteriorating, mainly through the abase 
of nature by different methods. 

'* The basic facts are that Jordan is a small country with 
limi ted resources, that agricultural land is very limited, that 
water is very scarce, that Industry and industrial waste are 
poDnting water resources and that our vegetables and fruits 
are at best not as good and dean for human consumption as 
they used to be only a tow years ago. 

These, coupled with another fact, that Jordanians are 
multiplying at a relatively hi gh rate, should prompt ns to 
think more seriously about both the present and torture. 

With the miktnre of constantly increasing population, 
dwindling water resources, and alarming pollution, the 
country may soon find itself grappling with crises beyond its 
control. With this in mind, it is imperative that Jordanians 
should exert mmrim nm effort to study and analyse these 
problems and come up with a comprehensive plan to tackle 
them. Confronting the challenge cannot and should not be 
done in isolation from other important factors like politics, 
economics, freedom and democracy, administrative re- 
forms, decentralisation, and education. 

But the effort certainly requires the participation of every 
individual, especially oar young generations at colleges and 
universities. Hie media — television, radio and press — 
should also be at the front probing, examining, researching 
and informing on the dangers at hand and the challenges 
that face ns afl. 

Community and civic leaders, as well as political parties 
and activists should likewise use whatever window on people 
is available to take part in the campaign. We cannot simply 
sit bade and expect the government to do everything for ns. 
Although the indirect intervention of His Mqjjesty the King 
and the direct intervention of the prime minister in the Amal 
cancer centre campaign was crucial for its success, that 
particular case essentially shows the degree to which 
Jor d a n ian s had been apathetic towards human and national, 
causes. There is no denial or the importance of the role of the 
state and the government in deciding the future of the 
country — any country. But, afteraD, the future belongs to 
the people and their future generations, and it is they who 
should be actively involved In shaping it. 


AL RA’I daily Monday said the Arabs are justified to be on their 
guard all the tune and to beware Israel’s honey-coated statements 
because there is nothing in what the Zionists say or do that can 
reflect a change in their true barbaric diameter. With every day 
: that passes by, the Arabs become more and more convinced that 
the Israelis are determined to pursue their policy of retaining the 
occupied Arab lands and subjecting the Palestinians to barbaric 
.treatment, said the daily. Far from reducing die level of 
j repression practiced under the Likud government, the labour 
government, ted by Yitzhak Rabin, is escalating it, and the 
present brutal behaviour on the pan of the Israeli forces in the 
.occupied lands stands out as the best evidence of this fact, the 

i paper continued. Under the Labour government, more atrocities 
' are being com mined and more killings of Palestinian people and 
. more detentions are being practiced, said the paper. Not only are 
the hunger strikers’ demands of better treatment in Israeli jails 
ignored, the Israeli troops have also been using brutal force 
against the Arab people demonstrating in solidarity with the 
detainees. The inhuman treatment of the Palestinian inmates, 
reminds the world of the horror of the Nazi concentration camps, 
while the mistreatement of the thousands of people supporting 
the detainees can only be described as an act of terrorism, said the 
paper. Therefore, added the paper, one should not allow himself 
to be deceived by Israeli leaders' false statements about their 
desire to live in peace and security with the Arab countries. 


A COLUMNIST IN A1 Dortour expressed his admiration at the 
all-out support by the Jordanian people for the national campaign 
.to raise funds for AI Amal Cancer Centre. The contributions and 
•the massive desire to come to the help of the cancer patients can 
only be described as a source of pride for the Jordanian people 
; disease with all their might and carry out a humanitarian service 
to the sick, said Mohammad Daoud. White going ahead with this 
vital project by donating millions of dinars, the Jordanians ought 
•to turn their attention to another form of “cancer” that of 
unemployment, which has been growing out of proportion in the’, 
country, said the writer. Those Jordanians who were quick to 
come up with JD4 million for fighting cancer can definitely offer 
generous contributions to save foe lives of many starving and 
[needy families through initiating income- g ene rat ing projects for 
[them, called the writer. It is hoped that the generous people of 
Jordan will turn their attention towards implementing thousands 
of small and medium-size projects that can ensure income for foe 
needy people and can secure more revenues for the country 
through exports, the writer said. He said that the government 
‘would not spare any efforts in laying the infrastructure for such 
projects, but the private sector has to take the first step in this 
(regard. He said the unemployment is as sinister as cancer and has 
to be stopped by all possible means. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Raaii G. Khouri 


Surprise! Dignity triumphs in Kuwait. Why surprise. 



The victory of foe combined opposition forces in last week’s 
parliamentary elections in Kuwait win probably be recorded by 
future historians as one of the pivotal moments of modern Arab 
history — a moment when the quest for national dignity and 
stability spread from the poor northern Arab stales to foe rich 
southern Arab states. It strikes me as an extraordinarily impor- 
tant development that has powerful implications for the rest of foe 
Gulf, and for foe entire Arab World. No wonder, therefore, that 
the Western media have largely ignored the full implications of 
foe news from Kuwait. No wonder, for example, that the United 
States Department of Commerce last week issued a report noting 
.that American companies had achieved “a roaring success" in 
securing around four billion dollars worth of reconstruction 
contracts in Kuwait since the end of the Gulf war. 

Kuwait is as much a pointer to the Arab future as it is a 
rtnoldering symbol of its past Kuwaitis who demanded, democra- 


cy before August 1990 are now joined by many more of their 
countrymen and women who seek serious political change. A sign 


of the deep change coming in Kuwait was the comment in April. 
1991 by Major-General Mohammad Badr, a prominent senior 
Kuwaiti army general who stayed m Kuwait to resist the Iraqi 
occupation. He said that most of the Kuwaiti men and women 
who fought the Iraqis were young people who wanted political 
change, “(people) whom we cannot control like we control 
ourselves.” 

Noting that the majority of these young people bad ignored 
orders to disarm after foe war, he said: “We are against 
violence... but we want freedom and democracy like any other 
people in the world.” 

The Arab World had changed dramatically since foe 1950s: 
instead of seizing political power for foe private pleasures of their 
own friends and cousins, Arab senior army officers in the 1990s 
were demanding democracy for their people. Another sign of the 
ftiture was foe formation of foe Kuwaiti Democratic Forum, the 
umbrella organisation of secular ■ opposition groups seeking 
greater democracy and a loosening of the grip of power by foe - 
rnling Sabah family. They called for the appointment of a prime 
minister from outside foe rnling family, which would break a 
tradition that has been observed throughout Kuwait's three 
decades of independence. 

The challenge to the old system has started to materialise in 
-several sectors that were also at the cutting edge of social and 
political change in the West in the 1960s, including environmental 
and women's movements. Equally important is the composition 
of a group of prominent Kuwaitis who sent the emir a long 
manifesto in early 1991 on foe future of their country, demanding 
elections, an end to favouritism and influence-peddling, freedom 
of speech and the press,- an independent judiciary, and a 
government of national unity not dominated by foe Sabah family. 
The signatories included former parliamentarians and ministers, 
judges, lawyers, opposition leaders, merchants and businessmen, 
professionals, and Islamic leaders, com prisin g foe set main 
opposition groups in the country (pan- Arabists, leftists, Sunni 
Muslims, Shiite Mn^Kms, independents, and Western-leaning 
moderates). Demands since then have grown to include full 
disclosure of government finances, total freedom of the press, 
separating the posts of prime minister and crown prince, repeal of 
laws against labour unions and political parties, voting rights to be 
extended to include naturalised Kuwaitis and their offspring and, 
with the exception of some Islamic groups, voting rights for 
women. 

With die emergence of this broad democratic opposition, the 
Arab symbolism of Kuwait has been fulfilled, and its transition 
from modem Arab paradox to harbinger of foe Arab future is 
complete: foe confluence of secular leftists, Arab nationalists, 
□on-ideological moderates, and foe Islamic fundamentalist 
, opposition reflects foe political dynamic that stands the best - 
chance of sweeping away or checking the excesses of 'the old 
power elites of foe Middle East. In the 1950s and 1960s such “ 
broad coalitions would have taken to the streets to demonstrate 
against Israel or its Western backers. In foe late 1980s and early 


1990s foey Challenged their own governments, taunted their own 
leaders and ruling elites. The Arab reawakening, boro in foe 
urban poverty and authoritarianism of northern tier Arab 
capitals, has spread to the oii-ricb Gulf states. Readnng Kuwait, 
the circle of Arab humiliation, anger, and rebirth is nearly, 
complete. The search for a new and better Arab order has b^un 
in earnest, in both poor and rich Arab countries. 

Why was the West so surprised by the victory of the opposition 
groups in Kuwait? Did the West think that all wa&well in Kuwait 
because the flow of Arab oil and money to the west continues' 
uninterrupted? Most of ns around here who took to foe Gulf as an 
int e g ral human component of Arab national endeavour — 
co n t rar y to the British/ American view of the Gulf as oil pump, 
cash cow, or strategic real estate devoid of human beings — knew 
that all was not well in rite Gulf. I wrote in an opinion article in 
the New York Tunes in August 1991 — over a year ago — that 
“when their an gpr abates, Kuwaitis will spearhead foe drive for 
democracy and for accountability and resonrtble governments in 
the Gulf.” 

There was nothing surprising about the victory of the opposi- 
tion in Kuwait. It was very predictable to those who dared to look 
beneath the surface, to conte mp late matters deeper than money. 
It was appropriate that the eyes of the Arabs and of the rest o fthe 
world should have focused so intensely on Kuwait during the first 
three years of foe 1990s, for Kuwait is an apt microcosm of the 


“Uncomfortable with the gross dichotomy 
between their material wealth and political 
poverty, some Kuwaitis have questioned 
their ability to survive as an island of 
unearned wealth surrounded by poor 
Arabs and protected by foreign soldiers. 
Increasingly educated and materially satis- 
fied, they demand to be treated decently, 
to enjoy political participation and hu man 
rights." 


major battle that mU determine the political configuration and 
stability of the Arab future. The symbolism was as relevant as it 
was graphic: in early 1991, Kuwait was literally in flames. It was a 
b rilliant expression of frail Arab statehood, but also of a 
compulsive and vindictive brand of national identity that insisted 
that Arabs would live in a rational and integrated manner or not 
at all. Paradoxical Kuwait also symbolises the Arab struggle for 
greater social justice and political stability, for Kuwait is a land 
where democratic instincts stir, .and where oligarchic Arab 
patriarchy is seriously challenged not just by neighbouring powers 
— such as Iran and Iraq — but by its own sons and daughters 
seeking justice, equity, and greater integration into the Arab and 
Islamic worlds. 

Uncomfortable with foe gross dichotomy between their mate- 
rial wealth and political poverty, some Kuwaitis have questioned 
their ability to survive as an island of unearned wealth surrounded 
by poor Arabs and protected by foreign soldiers, increasingly 
educated and materially satisfied, they demand to be treated 
decently, to enjoy political participation and human rigfrtsrThcy 
first hinted so forough-Some j^arfumentarians-.in foe. mid-1970s < 
and tbe mid-1980s, but those parli am ents wet© quickly dissolved * 
by the nfong authorities. When a vocal democratic opposition 
'emerged in Kuwait' in foe spring and summer of 1990, foe police 
several times used force to break up small gatherings and 
demonstrations of Kuwaiti nationals demanding Ml implements.- 
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respected professional and business leaders from top *«rchant 
S^T^lre motivated by different, impulses -UamKJ 
technocratic pragmatism, Kuwaiti sonval — but seek 

S * * l AlTare > ^nply acting like normal human brings. Their basic 
human needs satisfied — food, shelter, medical care, jo bs—tte y 
seek life’s higher endeavours. With their garages full of imported 
care, their bellies full of imported food, the n hom es ana 
businesses Ml of foreign workers, and their bank accounts ton of 
foreign money, they demand something more meaningful ana 
more enduring: they seek dignity along with their dinars, and 
identity to complement their wealth. For they, too, like the poor 
who inhabit foe northern tier of the Arab World, reahse that man 
does not live by bread alone. .Kuwait’s pro-democracy lobby 
represents the first major crack in the false facade that had 
characterised the Arab Gulf states since substantial oil wraith 
started accruing to them about half a century ago. It is a senous 
indicator that Kuwait’s material and financial veneer hides a 
wellspring of political humanity and national authenticity waiting 
to assert itself. 

This historic dynamic in Kuwait, tike most other trends in foe 
Middle East, was simply exacerbated and accelerated by foe Gulf 
crisis, and rebounded with even greater intensity after the war. 
Tie suffering endured by all Kuwaitis during the brief occupation 
and attempted obliteration of their country compounded foe 
anger and frustration felt by the pro-democracy movement before 
the Gulf crisis. Kuwaitis were imprisoned, tortured, kidnapped, 
and killed; they fought and resisted, fled their country, suffered 
forced exile, and experienced helplessness and dependence; they 
bid in their own homes, searched in vain for family members who 
disappeared, pleaded to foe world and to the United Nations to 
save them, and lost all their material belongings; they saw their 
neighbourhoods go up in flame, and took up arms to liberate their 
country. Now, all Kuwaitis are angry, but for different reasons, 
and at differe n t parties. Kuwait introduces a new actor never 
before seen in the region: rich Arabs who are angry because they 
endured a traumatic national and' personal experience: the 
humiliating agony of occupation or exile. 

They returned home to a devastated land. Along with foe 
physical sufferin g 'they endured at the hands of the Iraqi 
occupation, and the war unleashed by the coalition, the Kuwaiti 
people also suffered grievous humiliation by being widely 
portr ayed in the international press as arrogant, medieval 
spendthrifts and ingrates, incapable of dealing with their own 
problems, fearful of democratic change, dinging to the conveni- 


ences that money can buy, the pleasures of the flesh, and the 
memories of the past. Such s u f f e ri ng is not endured without cost, 
and foe cost will be paid by Arc oligarchic interests that have ruled 
Kuwait since its creation. The sentiment was neatly summed up in 
foe week immediately after the war ended by a prominent Kuwaiti' 
bank chairman, Mr. Abdul Aziz Al Sultan, who remained in 
Kuwait throughout the occupation and war, and said afterwards: 
“Those of us who stayed are not willing to put up with anything 
less than democracy. We have suffered. We have seen terror. We 
are not afraid.” 


Thai lack of fear, coupled with the basic sensibility and 
instinctive humanity and dignity of the Kuwaiti people,, now 
■ i ^assorts itself in electoral form. Tietashrinduced distortions and 
• fears- of thejast- several' rieeflde^ are -playing t^pmselves ouLy 
- r . People iuKhwait'i^yelitaH^ to Sunk clearly and to act rationally- : 
once again, and fod rest of me Arabian Peninsula' win follow -suit 
in tfiPW^*to‘tomfe: Watch: ,: *r i . 
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Israel’s autonomy proposal — consolidating the status quo 


Why the Palestinians are justified in 


dismissing Israel’s ‘offer’ of ‘autonomy’ 


By Abdul Jawad Saleh 


The Western powers and foe 
Western media are determined to 
perceive and sell Yitzhak Rabin 
as the “man of peace.” Washing- 
ton's red carpet was rolled out for 
Mr. Rabin and he was granted $4 
billion as an advance on foe $10 
billion loan guarantees, with no 
conditions linked to a restructur- 
ing of the Israeli economy or a 
freezing of foe settlements. With 
a well-orchestrated public rela- 
tions campaign and some cosme- 
tic measures, Mr. Rabin won the 
loan guarantees and, exploiting 
the inexorable stand of bis prede- 
cessor, created the illusion in foe 
West that Israel is now serious 
about peace. 

The reality is of course very 
different. Israel's delegation is 
the same one sent by Mr. Shamir. 
Mr. Rabin’s disingenous distinc- 
tion between “political” and 
“security” settlements (which 

alone account for about 80 per 
cent of the occupied territories) 
has won him the right to continue 
expropriating Palestinian land 
and building settlements. The 
content of the “new” Israeli 
proposals is virtually the same as 
Mr. Shamir’s with foe exception 
of the deletion of provocative 
terms. Israel’s autonomy plan 
offers nothing more than the 
ratifying and legitimising of a 
permanent state of occupation. 

What Mr. Rabin is proposing is 
to maintain a status quo which, 
due to Mr. Shamir’s obduracy 
was proving impossible to main- 
tain without the prospect of Israel 
suffering the condemnation, and 
the consequent political and eco- 
nomic pressures, qf the interna- 
tional community. It seems that 
Mr. Rabin won his first round of 
public relations against the 
Palestinians and the Arabs in 
general. Now, in restricting them- 
selves to the strategy of confront- 
ing Mr. Shamir’s style of “di- 
plomacy,” foe Palestinians and 
foe Arab states have failed to 
revitalise their approach in con- 
fronting Mr. Rabin's tactics. 
Hopefully this failure will not 
extend to foe talks themselves. 


The failure was apparent when 
the news media came out with 
“breathtaking” announcements: 
Israel has proposed to the Palesti- 
nians the ad minis tration of va- 
rious sectors, such as health, agri- 
culture and education. Respond- 
ing to these announcements, the 
Palestinian delegation stressed 
foe need for an “expanded” 
council, and stressed that foe 
Israeli proposals are “incompati- 
ble” with the Camp David 
accords. But who cares about an 
expanded council? The Palesti- 
nians missed the real target: 
Israel’s attempt to legitimise 
permanent occupation. Mr. 
Rabin's specious offer should 
have been attacked. The PaJesti-’ 
nians are already administering 
these sector under Israeli officers. 
The only difference would be that 
foe Israeli authorities, whose 
main role, as decision-makers, 
has been curtailment of these 
sectors, would be saved from foe 
moral burden and the ramifica- 
tions of implementation. 

The Palestinians should also 
have focused on the fact that Mr.* 
Rabin is now trying to implement 
the idea of “Greater Israel,” 
which was structure by the im- 
position of the extraterritorial 
legislation which the Likud, 
under Menachem Begin and. 
Ariel Sharon, implemented. Be- 
gin and Mr. Sharon’s plan to 
absorb the Occupied territories 
manifested itself m the creation 
ofthe Israeli CSvfl Administration 
by Military Order 974, of 1981, 
which was designed to circumvent 
die Camp David negotiations and 
impose a de facto annexation of 
the occupied territories. This 
order extended Israeli law to the 
Jewish settlements, imposed a 
racial dual-system of govern- 
ment, and changed the constitu- 
tional Status of foe occupied terri- 
tories. In addition, military order 
974 imposed exclusive Jewish 
control over . regional planning 
councils, allowing for foe alloca- 
tion of all the land exclusively to 
Jews. 

The absence of a genuine de- 


sire for peace on behalf of the 
Israeli government is clearly seen 
in fight of some of foe military 
orders which define the limits of 
Israel’s autonomy plan, which 
would only 'serve to perpetuate 
the status quo: 

— Military Order 1015 pro- 
hibits foe plantation of one fruit- 
bearing tree without prior 
approval of foe military gov- 
ernor. The order was amended by 
another order, No. 1032, which 
was expanded to prohibit the 
planting of more than 200- 
eggplants or tomato plants with- 
out such pernrission. Is it conceiv- 
able that Palestinian authority 
over agriculture should imple- 
ment this order and would not be 
able to legislate to change it? 

. — Military Order 854 grves the 
military authorities control over 
universities, to the extent that 
they can downgrade them to the 
-status of secondary schools and 
interfere in every aspect of the 
educational process. Is it conceiv- 
able that a Palestinian authority 
over education should implement 
such an order? Or that the 

Palestinian authority should con- 
template to serve independent 
institutions of higher education 
without being able to legislate 
new laws? 

— The “administrative coun- 
cil” will be given the responsbility 
of refuse collecting (!!!) but not 
foe right to select an appropriate 
tract of land where to dump the 
refuse. The Israeli military prop- 
osal restricts the right of such 
decision making in the hands of 
the Israeli military authority 
which is the source of authority. 
What kind of council is that can- 
not rule on such issues? 

— In Gaza foe salinity rate of 
foe water is 1,800 milligrammes 
of sait/litre of water, compared to 
the World Health Organisation 
recommended average of 800 
mflUgrammes/litre. The result is. 
that foe water is not only un- 
drinkable and unusable for crops, 
but constitutes a dire health 
hazard to young children in par- 
.ticolar. A Palestinian authority 


must be able to take derisions 
and implement policy on such 
■ issues. But in foe Israeli proposal 
the overall sources of authority in 
foe health sector, as in all service 
sectors, would remain with the 
occupation authorities. The 
Israeli proposal for a “transferal 
of power” in the field of health is 
meaningless, for the Palestinians 
already run government hospitals 
and administration, but 
are excluded from the decision- 
making process. Thus, this 
“transferal of power” is de- 
signed to put “the burden of 
responsibfity over the decaying 
structure of government hospitals 
and dimes onto the shoulders of 
the Palestinians.” 

What the Palestinians need is 
the responsibility to make and 
implement decisions which affect 
the health of the population, 
which cannot beachieved without 
having control over decision- 
making on water consumption 
.and usage, and being able to. 
define land use for foe provision 
of sewage systems and drilling fbr 
water. The administering of these 
■vital services requires an author- 
ity “endowed with the powers to 
plan, license and finance.” 

• — There are numerous other 
military orders which, in order 
for a Palestinian council to oper- 
ate in any meaningful maimer, 
■will have to be annulled. The 
Israeli Civil Administration is at 
foe heart of Israeli hegemony 
over foe occupied territories. The 
Israeli “right” to designate 
Palestinian property as “state 
land” for the exclusive use of 
Jews, andermmes the basis of 
autonomy and indigenous admi- 
nistration. Moreover it is in con- 
travention of foe framework of 
negotiations which states that the 
“purpose of negotiations on tran- 
sitional arrangements is to effect 
foe-peaceM and orderly transfer ■ 
of authority ... Palestinians need 
to achieve rapid control over 
political, economic, and other de- 
cisions that affect their lives and 
to adjust to a new' situation in 
which Palestinians exercise au- 


thority in the West Bank and 
Gaza.” 

Tie Israeli interlocutors, the 
sponsors, and the media should 
be remolded that these military 
orders on which the “Civil Admi- 
nistration” is based were conde- 
mned by Israeli lawyers, jurists, 
and justices in 1945, when some 
of them were imposed by foe 
British Mandatory authority, as 
being “unparalleled in any civil- 
ised country.” 


The current Israeli conception 
of a Palestinian adtamirtrative 
council is a model “devoid of 
authority,” which condemns the 
Palestinians to the status of a 
dominated community, entitled, 
at most, to municipal and reli- 
gious autonomy.” It will develop 
into the South African model of 
Bantustans, which will serve to 
provide Israeli industries with 
cheap Palestinian labour. After a 
time the dynamics of Israeli eco- 
nomic planning and policies of 
.deprivation and dependency will 
lead to a “voluntary” transfer of 
tiie Palestinian population, if in- 
ternational circumstances will 
permit, or during any Irind of 
upheaval in the region, the 


print for a state,” and is not a 
matter of political independence, 
though it is the Pales tinian human 
and political right, but of admi- 
nistrative necessity. 

For a Palestinian council to 
have any credibility it must have 
the power to define land use. This 
is at the heart of the call for a 
freeze to settlement activity. If 
settlements continue and land 
continues to be expropriated, 
then foe issue will have been 
pre-determined long before the 
interim period is near comple- 
tion, and Palestinian, rights will 
have been prejudiced beyond re- 
demption. 


“problem” of the Palestinians 
wul be solved by forceful mass 
expulsion. 


The Palestinians have to 
change their public relations 
terms. Instead of calling for an 
“expanded” administrative coun- 
cil, they should demand foe 
annulment of these orders, which 
currently foe world is hardly even 
■aware of, as a preliminary step 
towards attaining a council which 
will enact legislation to the be- 
nefit of foe people. 

If the Palestinians are refused a 
legislative council, with the pow- 
er to enact its own laws, Israel 
will have to revive the Village 
Leagues, winch were established 
by Mititary Order 752, of 1978), 
comprised of collaborators to ira- 
plement the Israeli conception of 
autonomy. A council with tins 
basics of administrative jurisdic- 
tion to legislate, is not a “blue 


Tie Palestinian leadership, 
whether the PLO or the inside, 
has made historical decisions. 
They accepted the unacceptable 
to share in the making of peace. 
Tie judgement will be left to 
history whether they were great 
statesmen or merely petit quisl- 
ings. 

Now it is the turn of the new 
Israeli leadership, whether to be 
contained in the frame of child 
bone-b reakers, killers of women, 
oppressors of a people, violators 
of the most sacred principle of 
freedoms, and tort ure r s of their 
victims, or, makers of peace and 
history. 


It needs to be made dear that 
Israel has decisions to malm and 
Qtiestfons to be answer : Does it 
really want peace? Are they well 
aware of the changes in the inter’ 
national arena? And do they have 
an alternative to Israel as part of 
“^region, replacing its con- 
cerved role as an outpost for 
western colonisation. If., the 
“ *^es” to a oomprehen- 
ave peace, then some hard poli- 
“cal decisions have to be made 

tSJ"*?* f”* 11 Political system 
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of the Palestinian 
P®opte, under whatever name the : 
coancil k called, is foe source of 
“foonty to the Palestinian, 
them to nm their own ' 
^Jus.*Only then peace will p ret 
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By Dr. Jaser K. Rabadi . 


X k $ 

is 

riS 

’-Ca I 




THE historic Framework Con- 
vention oo Climate Change 
which was signed during the 
United Nations Conference on 
Environ ment and Develop- 
ment (UNCED), is designed to 
defuse the expected, global 
warming (increase in surface 
radiative temperature of the 
earth). Such warming is caused 
by the“fcrowmg increase in the 
concentration of green house 
gases (GHGs) induced by in- 
dustrial activities and logging 
of forests. The GHGs are car- 
bon dioxide, methane, chlorof- 
lnorocarbons (CFCs), nitrous 
oxides and water vapour. 
Atmospheric. GHGs act like a 
blanket around the earth, they 
emit infrared radiation down- 
ward keeping the earth warmer 


than' what it would otherwise 
be. As frees consume good 
portions of the atmospheric car: 
bon dioxide for their photo- 
synthesis processes, logging 
forests win eventually lead to 
die increase of this gas in the 
atmosphere. 

Features of efimate change 
include, but are not Knitted to, 
changes in sea level, weather 
patterns, rain fall and evapora- 
tion rates, agriculture, ecosy- 
stems, hydrology and water 
resources, human health and 
air quality, human settlement, 
energy and transportation. 

lie ultimate objective of the 
Convention is to achieve stabi- 
lisation of GHG concentration 
in the atmosphere at a level 
that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic interference 
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World effort required to stabilise climate 


with the dimate’ System. Such a 
level should be achieved within 
a time frame sufficient to allow 
ecosystems to adapt -naturally 
to climate change, to ensure 
that food production is not 
threatened and to enable eco- 
nomic development to proceed 
in a sustainable manner. Prac- 
tically, this means that the par- 
ties to the Conventyn should- 
cut down on the rate.of emis- 
sion of GHGs and preserve 
forests. 

Of course,, the Convention 
differentiates between de- 
veloped and developing conn- 
tries as far as responsibility, 
specific national and regional 
development priorities, objec- 
tives and circumstances are 
concerned. Nevertheless, it ex- 
plicitly states that each party 


shall adopt national policies 
and take corresponding .mea- 
sures to return to the 1990 
levels of emission of carbon 
dioxide and other green house 
gases. Measures and potipes' 
can include any or all of the 
following actions: 

— Slowdown on the pace of 
industrial activity. 

— Diversion towards new 
and innovative technology. 

— Replacement of fossil fuel 
with renewable, sources of 
energy. 

— Impose taxes on fuel and 
do away with government sub- 
sidy- 

— Provide efficient public 
transporation systems. 

— Follow proper agricultu- 
ral and forest management 
practices. 

"Governments should also in- 


itiate programmes'and support 
activities related to climate 
change in order to: 

— Adopt appropriate re- 
sponse strategies 


— . Promote education and 
public awareness. 

— Establish systematic 
observation and monitoring 
networks. 


— Publish, exchange arid 
make available climate change 

Hate 

— Conduct fundamental re- 
search. 


— Provide and maintain 
training of personnel. 

The writer works for the De- 
partment of Meteorology in 
Marita. 
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At Safeway' s New 


Court hears wiretap evidence 

(Continued from page 1) : " . 


?' — Tape number five was a con- 

Gg .venation between Mir. Shbefiat and 
i>- ^Mohammad ZagbaB (Abu Gaith).” 
-'-Djr - The caller was ap p aren tl y trying to 
convince Mr. Sbbriht to return to 
-■ . Parliament width tbe deputy bad left 
, . in protest. 

''7%: (The protest followed an aherca- 

lion with spectators dnriog a vote-of- 
coofideqee session on the government 
us. of Prime Monster Sharif Zead Ben 
7 Shaker. Mr. ^ibeOathad withheldJus 
^7.2 co °tideoce and when the cabinet did 
win the vote some spectators shouted 
~~ nationalist slogans. The deputy ob- 
■ jeered to the Parliament building 
' being used for raising slogans and 

then a heated exchange ensued. Mr. 
■' Shbefiat walked out in protest and 
"■ stayed away from the House for 
several months). 

, * During the conversation, dated 

: Februanr 1992 according to the 

- ' charge-sheet, Mr. Shbefiat sounded 

•• extremely angry and was shouting 

over the phone that be did not want 
to “go back ... to a parliament of 
mother f...s and tfisasten.” 
r £ “Shit on such a parliament,” he 
•: raid, assailing deputies for not taking 
- a firm position. 

— (These comments, along with 
farther criticism of Lower House 

■ , members, are apparently the basis for 

. one of the charges against Mr. 

Shbellat — slandering Parliament 
members. Several deputies atftwing 
die court session sat expressionless as 
* wasbemgplajedisodidMr. 


aitfi supposed to have been received 
by Sheikh Qarrash. Mr.. Chalabi 
promised that Sheikh Qarrash would 
receive tbe cheque through someone 
called “Said.” No doe was available 
as to what the cheque represented. 

Tape number nine, 10 and 11 con- 
tained telephone calls . between 
Sheikh Qanash and Hasan Abdul 
Am, a former director of Petra Bank 
and general manager of Jordan Golf 
Bank (Mr .Abdul Aziz was acquitted 
in the Petra Bank case which con- 
cluded early this year, but is one of 
the defendants in an ongoing trial 
related to Jordan Gulf Bank). 

Again, the conversations and their 
(fired relevance were not dear to the 
s p ectators in the court-room. The 
pro se c u tion is expected to presort its 

mlwfjwwtMinw Airing its Emunation 

sometime 'this week. 

Mr. Abdul Aziz was heard in tbe 
tape dismssfiig efforts to call for a 
special Parliament session onthede- 
Cxskm of choEooooinic Security Com- 
miueem July 1988 to take over Petra I 
Bank and Jordan Gulf Bank . 

In an annex to the charge-sheet, 
the prosecution has accused the de- 
puties of «ng parliamentary 

affairs with outsiders and ‘“receiving , 
instructions.” I 

The last two tapes contained com- 
mentaries made by Mr. Shbefiat at I 
two public forums. The first was at 
the Professiqnal Associations Com- , 
p tex on Feb.* 22. 1992, in which the 
deprity commented on Libya’s crisis' 
with the West. Mr. Shbefiat criticised 
Arab gover n ments of not extending 
real rapport for Iraq and Libya . 
against “tbe new world order, which 
wants to attack the entire Arab 
World."....- 


PCC to meet in Tunis Thursday 

(Coathned from page 1) rt» iwivitiM: nf the PT n and Jtc 


Ibralmn Bakr, Mr. Shbefiat’s chief «« support for Iraq and Libya 
lawyer, earlier objected to huroduc- *ga“* “*e new world order, which 

ing this taped oomeraation, saying J?“Pl ® attac k .tbe entire Arab 

trad tea statement to dm rmnoartioc, - Worm. •«...•• i 

Mr. Vji ghaKl had “categorically da- *f«i fer:*be K«»dppniipaitary, made 
nied that this ‘conversation took:- nt-rae UAvejjMly oOordan; AfoauH- 
place,” Lieutenant-Colonel Faoun - OnbonMay. 1992, Mr. Shbefiat 
overruled the objection. criticised traroowwoiULcIiles- 

— Tape- onmbcis six, seven and ? nd . thc Arab npmes which endorse 
eight were phone conversations, [L”He_asaifl^ Ac West,p«rtiiailariy 
mostly between Sheikh Oarrash and *** United States, for “exploiting the 
Mr. Chalabi, who is the former chair- resomwa” of tiss Third World, 
man of Petra Bank and now member ^ ** P* 1 °* *be 

of the Iraqi oppo si t i on movement, new world order if there was pressure 
The first conversation incl u ded a ** “® ar 

three-way exchange among the two readers monitor el those who oppose 
accused deputies and die ex-banker, ncw ° It £ r - 
who has been sentenced in absentia to “Everybody who remains silent 

22 yean in prison and ordered to pay over this new world order is a partner 
JD 48 million in fines. m the cripe,” . 

During the conversations, there After to cotut finishttl bearing the 

was no direct reference to any legal or *■!**» ™- Makdatfi, tire sound ex- 
filegal organisation and it was difficult prat, wa s cross-examined by defence 
Jo discern what exactly was being ta ?? el *L . 

discussed or planned. M*. Bakr sought to cast doubt on 

Tbe tape continued a political dis- the authenticity of the tapes rad 

cussion on the Golf crisis and the whether there were other weperts who 

Iraq- Iran war. Mr. Chalabi assailed conoborate the witness’s testi- 

Iraqi President Saddam Hnssem, de- “Mg'- .. . . . • 

scribing him as “evil," and accused JainaJ 

him of conspiring with the Americans Q®*™* 1 * lawyer, 

and Jordan to invade Kuwait. was obwously aimed at opraing the 

Mr. Shbefiat and Sheikh Oarrash doOT ft* posribiEty that the tapes 

disputed this assertion, but the latter ***** spliced or doctored otherwise, 

agreed that Arab regimes were “all Th* witness testified that there was 

rotten.” Mr. Chalabi and Mr. oosnch poraWEty. And_ prosecutor 


eight were phone conversations, 
mostly between Sbeikh Oarrash and 
Mr. Chalabi, who is the former chair- 
man of Petra Bank and now member 
of the Iraqi o p po si t i on movement 
I A The (hat conversation incl u ded a 
AV three-way exchange among the two 
accused deputies and the ex-banker, 
who has been sentenced in absentia to 
22 yean in prison and ordered to pay 
JD 48 million in fines. 

During the conversations, there 
was no direct reference to any legal or 
JMegal organisation and it was difficult 
To discern what exactly was being 
discussed or planned. 

The tape continued a political dis- 
cussion on tbe Gulf crisis and the 
Iraq- Iran war. Mr. Chalabi assailed 
Iraqi President Sadda m Hussein, de- 
scribing him as “evil,” and accused 
h im of conspiring with the Americans 
.. . and Jordan to invade Kuwait. 

Mr. S h befiat and Sheikh Oarrash 
disputed this assertion, but the latter 
agreed that Arab regimes were “all 
rotten.” Mr. Chalabi and Mr. 
Shbefiat also disagreed over the Ira- 
man role in the crisis. While the 
. *. deputy supported the stand publicly 
adopted by Iranian supreme leader 
. Ah Khamenei — who, at times, 
seemed to support Iraq during tbe 
' crisis — the ex-banker said: “We 
'• disagree with Khamenei on this 
- ' issue.” 

In what appeared to be a rather 

- out-of-context comment except as a 
.uaove to influence the two deputies, 

Mr. Chalabi asked: “Who else be- 
' sides Saddam benefited from the 
eight to ten years of war; who bene- 
fited from supporting Saddam 
through trade and by opening roads 

- to fight Islam ... but Jordan?” 

Mr. Shbefiat replied that “this is 
• - not true." 

The deputy, however, agreed with. 
Mr. GhalabTs charge that the Saddam 

- regime was repressive. 

— In tape number seven. Sheikh 
Oarrash told Mr. Chalabi about a 
Lower House discussion oo the Petra 
-. - Bank case.' 

“Parliament has issued a very bad 
/ decision against Petra Bank,” Sheikh 

- Oarrash said, adding that be had 
' withdrawn from the session. 

“The Muslim Brotherhood voted 
against you ... tbe Brotherhood 
finished you off,” the deputy told Mr. 
'Chalabi, who replied, “Of course, the 
■Brothers ate scoundrels.” 

A( another point, Mr.Chalabi was 
.. beard talking about a planned visit to 
-Chicago in October and plans tor a 
meeting with Sheikh Oarrash. there. 
.In the meantime, be said, “inform 
" . Laith of the change in plans.” 

The convers at ion in tape number 
‘ eight mostly dealt with a cheque that 


Hijazi brought out in redirect that If 
indeed there was any spfidng ov 
doctoring of the tape then Mr. Mak- 
dadi, in Jus capacity as -.“a leading 
Croat on sound,” would not have 
faded to detect'd. 

Znh nir Abu Ragheb, a member of ; 
the Shbefiat defence team, also ques- 
tioned the witness whether “toperim- 1 
position” of voices or “editing” of the 
tapes introduced in court wqs possi- 
ble. The witness replied in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. Aba Ragheb’s intense ques- 
tioning led to a confrontation with' 
Maj. Hijazi, who raised a point of 
objection half-way through * defence 
question saying the witness had 
already answered it. Mr. Abu Ragbeb 
■ pointed bis finger at Maj. Hijazi and 
demanded that the young prosecutor 
“stop interfering with my questioning 
of the witness,* 

The court took issue with the 
lawyer and ordered an oo-record 
wanting to the lawyer. “This is dm 
last time we wifi accept sneb mi 
outburst ... in this courtroom,” said 
Lie atenant-Colonel Faouri. When 
Mr. Abu Raghcb made his protesta- 
tion, the judge served an ultimatum 
to tbe lawyer to “either continue your ■ 
questioning or ieaye this courtroom,” 

Another tense moment came when 
the judge accused Sheikh Qarrash of 
“toughing in a manner suggesting 
making tea _. ” and again recorded a 
wanting to the accused that be -could 
be thrown out of court and tried in 
absentia. 

Sheikh Oarrash’s lawyers im- 
mediately offered an apology on be- 
half of their cBent. 

Tbe trial resumes today. 


Two Palestinians killed 


(Cootfamed from page 2) 
Israeli officials have warned of 
a possible increase in attacks and 
infiltrations by headlines opposed 
to tbe U.S.-backed Middle East 
peace process. 

An army statement said that 
‘two men in dYffian clothes cros- 
sed tbe demarcation line about 
teven kilometres north of 


Jericho. Troops gave chase, then 
opened fire and lolled both men, 
it added. 

The last infiltration attempt! 
was Ang. 4, when three armed 
men were killed and two soldiers 
were wounded in a dash north of 
Jericho, Hizbollah-Palestme, a 
pro-Iranian group, claimed re- 
sponsibility for foe incident. 


Tbe Popular Front for the Li- 
beration (^Palestine (PFLP) had 
agreed to the meeting of the PCC 
when its leader, George Habash, 
met with Mr. Arafat m Amman 


tbe activities of the FLO and its 
legal institutions... and allow 
other powers from outside die 
Palestinian framework to hijack 
the detition-making process with 
regard to foe Palestinians,” Mr. 


last week, aides to Dr. Habash • Abed Rabbo said in an interview. 


had sakL 

But on Monday, Mr. Arafat 
received letter signed by the 
PFLP and the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP) demanding that the ses- 
sion be indefinitely postponed, a 
senior PLO official said. There 
was no explanation for Dr. 
H&bash’s change of mind. 

Yasser Abed .Rabbo, who 
heads the PLO's information de- 
partment, said the two gro u p s , 
foe largest in die FLO after 
Fateh, demanded that a dialogue 
among all Palestinian factions be 
launched before convening the 
PCC 

“This is an attempt to freeze 


He refused to elaborate, but he 
appeared to be alluding to Syria. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo refused to 
say- if the two groups have 
threatened in their letter to 
boycott the PCC meeting if held 
as scheduled. 

. Bat be stressed that a post- 
ponement was out of the ques- 
tion. 

“If they dost want to come, 
it’s up to them,” Mr. Abed Rab- 
bo said. 

‘nans will go as scheduled and 
letters of invitation to foe mem- 
bers already have been sent,” he 
said. “Some (members) have, 
even arrived in Tonis for tbe 
session.” 


Quake kills hundreds in Egypt 


(Continued from page 1) 

windows' broke,” he said. “We 
took the children outride at 
once.” 

State television said the earth- 
quake during a cabinet meeting 
and Prime Minister Atef Sedki 
immediately formed an action 
-group ottbe ministersof riefencc, 
ulterior, health, local government 
and supply 'To - detil'-wtA’ the 
emergency. - 

Israeli seismologist Eliyahu 
Arieh said two minutes after the 
Cairo tremor a second quake 
struck measuring less than five on 
the Richter scale and centred in 
the northern Red Sea, 
parts of Israel. 

“The two earthquakes occured 
almost simultaneously,” said Mr. 
Arieh, who heads the seismology 
wing of the geophysical institute 
in Israel 

“This didn’t surprise us. Occas- 


ionally in tbe northern red sea 
we gbt p o w e rfu l quakes,” be told 
Israel army radio. 

MENA reported that President 
Hosni Mubarak was interrupting 
his visit to China and will return 
to Cairo Tuesday morning be- 
cause of the earthquake. He was 
to haye visited North Korea, Rug. 
sur.-ags! Poland latej^ .... _ • 
-r.Tm T :Gairoy : Maj. -Gen; abdnl * 
Aziz* an .assistant interior minis- • 
ter, said many Of foe casualties 
resulted from stampedes of 
citizens terrified by the quivering * 
earth. 

Seven schoolchildren who 
perished in two Cairo neighbour- 
hoods were crushed by panicking 
students, he said. 

A 14-storey budding in sub- 
urban Heliopolis collapsed in foe 
quake. .An ambulance man said 
by nightfall five people had been 
puffed alive from the rubble. 







Open Buffet, with daily specials 
& A'la Carte 


SALAD BAR, MAIN COURSES, SNACKS 
ARABIC SPECIALITIES 

ESCALOPE VIENNOISE, GRILLED FILLET STEAK 
MAITRE D'HOTEL 

SANDWICHES 

CHEESE SANDWICH, HAM & CHEESE, HOT DOG, 
HAMBURGER, CHEESE BURGER. SAFEWAY BURGER, 
CLUB, SUBMARINE AND STEAK SANDWICH 


^'Served with.Potatoes andVegetables 
v >5|)eciaJJffiddie 


/:• * r M 

\y^ one Stop shop . 
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SAFEWAYO-^M^ 


JORDAN MARKET PEA CE 


^^PROFESSIONALS 

Always choose 

THE; RELIABLE 


PACKING. AMI FREK3H1 , 
FORWARDING , DOOTMo 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AMD, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWARASONS 

fc ^ TEl, 604676 604696 
^ VOv P.o.aox 7806 


FIRST CLASS 1NDI4N 




s CROWN | 

INT’L EST. q 

l Packing, shipping, § 
‘ forwarding, storage, S 
clearing, door-to-door i 
service . 1 
LAir^e^an^^ndjS 

[ Tel: 664090 ■ 

Fax: 690852 ■ 

J*.O.Box 926487 AmmanA 


• ; .UBEDRU^llKSESnCSS - 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN — 

☆ Kats Dryclean. 1 Hl Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

* Upho/stry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pfzza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
828163 j 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away sendee 
' available 

Open Daily 12J30-&30pm 
7.30-11 .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Tbweids 3rd drde 


AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open drily 

12M - ISM & 18‘JO -23-JO 

■ Tel: 03-314415 I 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabat Amman, near 

AhFiyyahfiirls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midwght 

TeL $3*968 
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Jordan Times jjj 



4 RENT 

Super deluxe penth- 
ouse. Fully furnished. 
3 bedrooms - brand 
new “not used." 
Location Um Uthaina. 
Price: 9, §00 

For further details calf 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810609, 
tax: 810520 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
/ Estate, near Kilo 
V Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities. 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. ■ 

6:30 - Midnight / 

The First Class Hotel in 1 
Amman that has a 
J Kitchenette in every 
room—! 


I MANDARIN RESTAURANT | 

Specal Chinese Foods 

Sktited Chinese Chefis 

' \ 

I Jpea lLJU-S^U a- crai-lliAi d^i7| 

Taka mqr Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l / 
ITbL 661022, AmiiBui] 

8ac£ Tasked- Sjy 
i Always Loved jn 


TAIWAN T0URISH0 


Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 

112:00 - 15:30 18-J0 - MidnighV 

Near Third Circle, 
opposite Akilah Hospital 
Jabal Amman, tel. 641093 


Nightly At Hotd's Bar 


Tel. 


Amman -Tel. 668193 

PO Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
.Telex 23686 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


STEAK HOUSE U 
The best steak in twr u ^ L_^": 
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Sports 


Voeller bows out of international soccer 


• . BONN (R) — For the last decade 
there has been no need to look in 
. the match programme at German 
internationals to check the name 
of the number, nine. Striker 
'Rudi Voeller’s enthusiastic fans 
.chanted it every time he went 
hear the ball. 

Cries of “Rudi, Rudi” have 
been part of Germany's games 
..for most of the 1980s and early 
1990s. Not since the first name of 
, the legendary Uwe Seder echoed 
around grounds in the 1960s has a 
. German player been worshipped 
in such a way. 

But the colourful era will end 
in Dresden Wednesday when the 
. 32-year-old striker earns his 85th 
and last cap for his country in a 
friendly against Mexico. 

Even though he stfll believes be 
is the best man for the job, the 
Marseille forward has decided not 
to bid for a place in the 1994. 
World Cup side because he is too 
old. 

“I still can’t see anybody better 
than me but 10 years in the 
number nine shirt is enough.” 
Voeller said. “Germany have no 
World Cup qualifying games... 
I’m 32 and age is football's 
enemy. Enough is enough.” 

The early 30s have always been 
a difficult time for strikers be- 
■ cause they can lose the sharpness 
and speed off the marie which is 
so important for success at the 
top level. Voeller’s pace has al- 
ways been a major part of his 
game. 

He will not be missed by the 
fans just because of his ability in 
front of goal — 'he has scored 43 
times — but also for the way he 
makes goals for others through 
blistering runs down the flanks. 

• Germany's major soccer names 
are also unhappy at the dis- 
appearance of a leading player 
-who helped the national team to 
"their 1990 World Cup triumph. 

-• 'World Cup coach Franz Beck- 
enbauer says Voeller is wrong to 

retire so early. Present national 

• framer Berti Vogts has indicated 
be would still like the option of 


calling up the forward for the' 
next World Cup in the United 
States. 

“I have always told my players 
that they shouldn’t pad: it in too 
early,” Beckenbauer said. “I 
think Rudi Voeiler's decision has 
come too early. He should think 
it over a gain because die German 
team needs a player like him.” 

Vogts added: “If we have prob- 
lems in two years, -I would like to 
take him to the United States as 
the joker in my pack.” 

For many it was sad that Voel- 
ler was forced to make an early 
exit from his last major appear- 
ance at an international event, 
June’s European Championship. 
Voeller, captain in the absence of 
Lotbar Matthaeus, broke his arm 
in Germany’s opening match. 

Wednesday’s game has been 
billed as a tribute to the former 
Werder Bremen and Roma for- 
ward. Voeller needs just two 
goals to draw level with Karl- 
Heinz Rummenigge as Ger- 
many’s second highest scorer. 

Voeller made his international 
debut during difficult times for 
the. former West Germany in 
November 1982, coming on as a 
substitute in a 1-0 defeat by. 
Northern Ireland in Belfast in a 
European Championship quali- 
fier. 

The Hanau-born striker had a 
largely anonymous first full game 
in a disastrous 1-0 defeat by 
Portugal in Lisbon which was 
described by the German media 
as the worst ever performance by 
the national team. 

But his talent was quickly rec- 
ognised and publicly praised by 
former stars like Seeler and Gerd 
Mueller. Voeller has been every- 
thing but anonymous in the last 
decade — his name rarely out of 
the news at major cham- 
pionships. 

At the 1986 World Cup, Voel- 
ler struggled to reach fans best 
form because of injury when 
West Germany finished runners- 
up. But he still managed to score 







Rxuff Voder 

an equaliser in the final against 
Argentina after coming on as a 
substitute. 

Voeller was sent off together 
with Dutchman Frank Rijkaard 
in the early rounds of the 1990 
World Cup after an infamous 
clash with Rijkaard during which 
the Dutchman spat at him. 

But Voeller returned to seal 
the biggest triumph of his career 
in Germany’s victory over Argen- 
tina in the final in Rome, his 
adopted city. 

Voeller admits he will miss the 
atmosphere of the international 
game. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Auriol crashes in San Remo Rally 

- ’SAN REMO (R) — World championship leader Didier Auriol 
*' crashed out of Monday's opening special stage of the’ San Remo 1 

Rally. The Frenchman lost control of his' Lancia on a bend. The 

- car was a write-off bat he and his navigator were unhurt. Auriol 
leads the drivers' standings with 120 points, ahead of Spain’s 

' -Carlos Sainz — - not contesting the San Remo Rally — on 104 and 
i ’Finland’s Juka Kankkunen on 92. 

; UAE. to face Japan in Aslan Cup 

.DUBAI (AP) — The United Arab Emirates soccer team leaves 
.. -Tuesday for South Korea en route to Japan for the opening match 
./■Of the eight-nation Asian Cup football finals beginning in 
Hiroshima Oct. 28. Grouped with Japan, Iran and North Korea, 

' the Hiroshima episode will be U.A.E.’s fourth in the Asian Cup 
'finals. They were in Kuwait in 1980, Singapore in 1984 and in 
. Doha in 1988. U.A.E. has not finished beyond the first round in 
all the championships. The other group in the Asian Cup finals 
comprises Saudi Arabia, Qatar, China and Thailand. 

Graf rallies to beat Navratilova 

ZURICH (AP) — Steffi Graf rallied to beat Martina Navratilova 
2-6, 7-5, 7-5 to win the European Indoors Sunday, her sixth 
. straight Zurich title, and evened her career record against the 
nine-time Wimbledon champion. It took only 24 minutes for 
Navratilova to win the first set, but Graf regrouped to earn her 
' first victory over the 35-year-old Czechoslovak native since the 
. 1989 Virginia Slims Championship final and eighth in 16 lifetime 
meetings. Navratilova, who turns 36 next Sunday,- broke Graf in 
r the opening game of the third set but then visibly tired, allowing) 
the German to complete her victory in one hour and 48 minutes. 

: Marseille’s Boli faces video trial 

PARIS (R) — Uncompromising Marseille defender Basile Boli 
" . faces a trial by video Thursday when a soccer disciplinary studies 
television footage of an off-the-ball dash with Monaco’s German 
striker Juergen Klinsmann. Though Monaco made no offidal 
protest, the French League's disciplinary committee dedded to 
watch the film after a public television channel showed Boli 
elbowing Klinsmann in the face during Marseille’s 1-0 win 
October 3. Boli, who has admitted the action was deliberate but 
not premeditated, could face suspension. Monaco players said 
Klinsmann was knocked senseless by the blow and would have 
swallowed his tongue if their defender Franc Dumas had not come 
to his aid quickly. 


Stich teams up with Graf for Hopman Cup 

SYDNEY (R) — Four-times Wimbledon champion Steffi Graf 
will represent Germany alongside Michael Stich in the Hopman 
Cup mixed team tennis tournament to be held in Perth early next 
year. The German pair are the seventh national team to confirm 
their participation in the annual event which is now in its fifth 
year, organisers said Monday. Graf has played in the Hopman 
Cup twice before, losing in the semifinals both times. Last year 
she and Boris Becker went into the tournament as hot favourites 
bat Graf was suffering fromthfe virus which later forced her out of 
the Australian Open and pair lost to Karel Novacek and Helena 
Sukova of Czechoslovakia. f 

Italy’s Signori to miss Swiss tie 

FLORENCE (R) — Lazio striker Giuseppe Signori will miss 
Italy's opening World Cup soccer qualifier with Switzerland 
Wednesday after damaging an ankle in a practice match Sunday. 
Signori, the leading scorer in Italian League soccer this season, 
had to be carried from the field colliding with an opponent during 
Italy’s 6-1 win over the Florentine youth team. He was taken for 
hospital for precautionary tests on the injury which revealed no 
damage to the bone. 

.Spassky and Fischer draw in 18thgame 

BELGRADE (R) — Boris Spassky and Bobby Fischer drew 
Sunday in the least interesting of the 18 games they have played in 
their $5 million chess series. Fischer, America's only former world 
chess champion, remains 7-3 up, three wins away from overall 
victory. Play resumes Wednesday after two rest days. 


Pharaoh ralliers speed 
off into Egyptian desert 


“I always felt good in the 
national team — the other play- 
ers, Beckenbauer and now Vogts. 
Yon always had the feeling that 
you were coming home. F1I miss 
that,” be said. 

As champions, Germany do 
not need to qualify for the next 
World Cop and Vogts can find his 
new striking combination without 
tiie p res su re of qualifying games. 

But there is a feeling in some 
quarters of the German game 
that Voeller, who gets on well 
with Matthaeus, may well return 
if Vogts needs an old head in 
1994. 


CAIRO (R) — Their blood 
groups and identities marked on 
the side of their cars and motor- 
bikes, over 130 ralliers raced off 
into die Egyptian desert Sunday 
at the start of the 5,000 km (3,125 
mile) Pharaoh’s Rally. 

Hundreds of scantily dad tour- 
ists and style-conscious young 
'Egyptians, wearing designer 
jeans, son glasses and baseball 
caps back to front, looked on as 
drivers revved die latest high- 
tech engines furiously' against 
the 5,000-year old Pyramids of 
Giza and sped off over the sand 
dunes. 

. Over die next 10 days they will 
skirt the Libyan border, pass 
through remote western desert 
oases, cross over to the Red Sea 
cdhst and race back to Cairo in 
the world’s second longest rally 
after Paris-Dakar. 

Leading the field for cars was 
Qatari former winner Saed Al- 
Hajri, dosely followed by Fren- 
chman Jean-Lorris Sublessor, 
pitting hnwwff a ggiiKf the big 
money and firepower of large 
sponsors with a two- wheel one- 
man cut-price model he designed 
himself. 

“This car cost me only 700,000 
francs ($120,000) to build, about a 
third of the average for the 
others,” Schlesser, a former 
world prototype racing cham- 
pion, told Reuters. 

“With luck, it wQi prove itself 
in this race... I hope to show a 
light car can go far and fast also,” 
he added of the unusual-looking 
car, whose make is listed on the 


starters’ sheet as “Schlesser ori- 
ginaI " 

Other contenders were 

Spaniard Miguel Prieto in a Nis- 
san pick-up and Edi Orioli in a 
Mercedes. 

T -end in g motorinkeis included 
former winners American Danny 
Laporte on a Cagiva and Ka li a n 
Alessandro De Petri driving a 
Yamaha. 

In the bikers’ section, keen 
amateurs joined the ranks of the 
professionals, looking over com- 
pact computer-guided navigation 
systems boasting banks of keys 
and screen displays one last time. 

“I’ve won championships m 
Germany five times but I’ve nev- 
er been on a race this long,” said 
Hans Bans from Cologne. “You 
get to know your limits in a race 
Eke this.” 

Bans, a 38-year old engineer 
who owns a company selling 
machinery to crush vegetable ou 
reeds, has been riding in amateur 
competition for 20 years. 

As pillion rider on a combina- 
tion motorbike, part of his job is 
to balance the bike as.it turns by 
.swinging himself horizontally 
over die side, often only a few 
inches above the ground. But he 
said he had never suffered serious 
injury. 

'“A lot of bruising and strains 
on my arms, but in 20 years that’s 
nothing,” Ire said at the starting 
line. 

“Touch wood,” he. added, 
wrapping his knuckles mi his 
forehead and smiling. 


ABIDJAN (AP) — Abdoulaye 
Traore scored four goals Sunday, 
leading African Cop of Nations 
champion Ivory Coast to a 6-0 
rout of Botswana in the first full 
weekend of first-round African 
region qualifying for the 1994 
World Cup. 

In other matches Sunday, 
Zaire scored twice in the final 13 
minutes beat Liberia 4-2 in 
Group B; Egypt edged Angola 
1-0 in Grotm C; Morocco routed 
Ethiopia 5-0, in a Group F game 
abandoned m the second half 
when Ethiopia, had only six play- 
ers remaining; Tunisia crushed 
Benin 5-1 also., in Group F; 


Gabon beat Mozambique 3-1 in 
Group E; in Group F it was 
Zambia 2, Tanzania O, and 
Madagascar 3, Namibia 0; and 
Mali forefeited to Guinea be- 
cause Of financial problems. 

Swaziland's match at Came- 
roon was postponed because 
presidential elections were being 
held Sunday! 

In games earlier this weekend, 
Algeria beat Burundi 3-1 at 
Ttemcen in Group A; Zimbabwe 
got past Togo 1-0 at Harare, and 
Nigeria touted South -Africa 4-0 
at Lagos, in .the South Africans 
return to -World Cu p 'pla y since 
being readmitted to FIFA. 


Japan invites 
Jordanian judo expert 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Japanese 
gover n ment has invited Mr. Akef 
Taifour, a Jordanian judo expert, 
to participate in the “Programme 
for Athletic Instructors for 1992” 
which wiD be held OcL-13 Nov. 9, 
1992, at Tsuknha University, 


Mr. Taifour teaches judo at the 
University of Jordan. He is also 
chairman of the Technical Com- 
mittee in foe Jordan Jodo Federa- 
tion. 

Ten athletic instructors in the 
fields of ' judo and volley bafi from 10 


countries including Jordan are 
invited to this programme. 

The programme is intended to 
provide those athletes who have 
distinguished themselves in ser- 
vice to their communities as 
sports leaders and educators with 
an opportunity to take part in 
sports theory and practice, and to 
experience at the same time 
Japanese society and culture, 
thus contributing to the promo- 
tion of mutual understanding and 
cultural exchange. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY OCTOBER 13, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Late most what wmr housebote has tong 

■^^^ cap0tn,U>8Ct 

nmstancc arise and you Imd oul such as you can. 

sat bow an insecure person re- ubrA: (September 23 to October 

aids you. Efforts on your part at 22) A behind the sc ene s mat t er can 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Late 
this afternoon some unusual cir- 
cumstance arise and you tmd out 
jsat how an insecure person re- 
gards you. Efforts your part at 
rfik tune prove futile. Everyone 
seems to be In an aigomentive 
mood. 

ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) 
You have many new ideas and if 
you develop these instead of fus- 
sing about minor and unimportant 
details you wiD be aMe to achieve 
much of value. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Avoid pleasures that can be time 
absorbing and get into the various 
ontiets by which you can increase 
your practical success immeasur- 
ably. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Get 
away from home early or you will 
lose the chance to see and to be 
with older or mare experienced 
men who can aid you to make 
‘more success of your affaire. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Thin It about the various- 
recreations and amusement you 
have long enjoyed and make 
arrangements to further enjoy 
them but don't fuss about a bin. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get- 
ting into activities that you have 
put off and doing them with con- 
sistency is fine so don’t yield to 
temptatioo to get into little 
errands. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Forget about pushing your 
personal aims and instead consider 


occupy your attention to noa vaUtf 
yqa allow it bat actually going r*fter 
outside goals can produce results 
that please. 

SCORPIO: (Ocrober 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Your attention should now 
be riveted upon gaining s grate, 
amount of income to gain a long 
time wish while personal pleasures 
should await another time.. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your pereonal de- 
sires, that you have been pressured 
from within to go after art the 
means by which you expend your 
energies and sidestep a worldly 
dispute. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Look for some means 
by which to quietly make a bi gger 
for yourself in your own 
intimate ante and you can hare 
success but avoid a con tenti ous 
newcomer. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febra- 
. ary 19) Join a group of older or 
long time friends now and you can 
bare a very prod u ctive day wfaSe 
fuming over obligations puis yon 
behind the eight ball. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) An outside associate can ghe 
yon too much gaff if you are about 
so instead get out in the world and 
do whatever dvic or credit condi- 
tions face you. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


World Cup qualifying matches 

Ivory Coast, Egypt and 
Morocco score wins 


By Harris 


HARMS' 0 -S' 



“I hate to be vain, but do my teeth 
look like they’ve gained weight?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAW 
$ - by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
' one letter to each square, to farm 
four ordinary words. 







PEOPLE WHO KEEP 
PUTTING 7HIN&5 
OFF USUALLY 
NEVER PO THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hem: 


THEM 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: BUSHY SWOON 

Answer The prizefighter ft. 

that were this— "K 


(Answers tomorrow) 
■TOON UNLOCK ANKLET 
ihter turned comedian told jokes 
Js— ' "KNOCKOUTS" 


don't tell 

AAE YOU DID 

- \6“- 


YOU ALWAYS DRINK TOO FAST. 


AND THEN I SUALLOIa) 
THE LEMON.. 




GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& T ANN AH HIRSCH 

Cl OB? Tram Mooli Samoa. Me 


East-West 
deals. ' 


vulnerable. 


NO WAY OUT 


NORTH 

4K97642 

r k 

: 6 6 4 

4 K 7 3 

WEST EAST 

* A 4 3 

7 J 10 9 7 4 2? Q8 6 5 3 

0 Q 10 9 OAK 

4 10 8 6 * J 9 5 4 2 

• SOUTH 

* Q J 10 8 5 
7 A 

‘ v J 7 5 3 2 

4 AQ 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 4 4 Pass 


■’ Opening lead: Jack of '7 

When you first inspect dummy, it 
bright seem there is no way to fulfill 
"your contract. Dig deeper. Some 
seemingly impossible contracts are 
'almost laydown, as this deal 
-testifies. 

The auction was routine. With 
little defense, but lots of offense be- 
cause of the six-card spade support, 
N'rth stole the enemy bidding 
- >. -i ii.*j!.o;.-'-.ve;exptc;our 


After the opening lead of the jack 
of hearts, a casual glance at the 
North-South bolding would suggest 
declarer cannot avoid losing three 
diamond tricks and the ace of 
trumps. But a careful study of the 
diamond position reveals an inter- 
esting phenomenon. Since all the 
top ranl« in the suit are ""Hiring, the 
defenders cannot untangle their dia- 
mond tricks unless one defender has 
all three high honors. On any other 
distribution of the suit, the contract 
is almost unbeatable if trumps are 1- 
1— with careful technique, of 
course. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
hand and, since an endplay would be 
needed, cashed the ace of dubs, 
overtook the queen with dummy’s 
king, then ruffed the table’s remain- 
ing dub. With the rounded suits 
stripped from both the dosed hand 
and dummy, declarer exited with a 
trump. 

All was well. In with the ace of 
spades. West had a safe exit in dia- 
monds. But after taking the ace and 
king in the suit, Bast was in trouble. 
On the forced dub or heart return, 
declare r was able to raff in hand and 
discard the table’s remaining dia- 
onrd and dsfrn the rest of the 
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China Communists unite with Deng’s ‘magic weapon’ 


Financial 
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All-Share 
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Insurance Sector 
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LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Monday. ■ 


One sterling 1.7010/20 

One U.S. dollar 1.2430/35 

1.4690/700 
1.6450/500 
1.2990/3005 
30.20/24 
4.9850/900 
1297/1307 
121.00/10 
5.5175/275 . 
5.9750/850 
5.6650/750 

One ounce of gold $345.75/346.25 


Cinema 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Tel: 677420 



/ Tel: 675571 

NabO A1 Mashini Theatre 


Today and every day, Nabll Al 
Mashini Theatre in Abdali 
presents 
Abu Awwad... in 

TAA’AH WA KAYMEH (CHAOS) 

s. Show: 8:30 p.m. > 

\ Ticket window Is open all day / 


BEDING(R) — China's Commun- 
ist Party, opening its first con- 
gress since the collapse of the 
Soviet bloc, vowed Monday to 
use the “magic weapon" of 
.capitalist-style economic reform 
but ruled out any Western-style 
political change. 

. Declaring that China bad be- 
gun a new revolution, General 
Secretary Jiang Zennn .in his 
keynote speech opened an era 
Elien the tools of capitalism, 
from stocks to real estate mar- 
kets, could all be used to make 
the country, rich and keep the 
Commnnist- Party in power. 

“Reform is also a revolution, a 
revolution to liberate the produc- 
tive forces. It is the only way to 
modernise China," be said. 

■' Mr. Jiang, who came to power 


in 1989 after the army crushed 
pro-democracy unrest, empha- 
sised that die world’s last major 
ruling Communist Party would 
under no dxcumstaiices give up 
its control of politics. 

"This revolution is not in- 
tended to change the nature of 
our socialist sytem but to improve 
and develop it," he said. 

“It would be absolutely wrong 
and harmful for anyone to doubt, 
weaken or negate the party’s 
position in power, and its leading, 
role." 

Repeatedly invoking the .eco- 
nomic theories of Deng Xiaop- 
ing, Mr. Jjang said the 89-year- 
old paramount leader’s virion of 
“building socialism With Chinese 
characteristics” was a. “magic 
weapon guaranteeing that oar 


Taiwan gold imports surge 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan, one of 
the world’s major buyers of gold, 
increased imports sharply in Au- 
gust after Hfting i cstactta as on 
trade in the metal, the faaiwe 
ministry has said. Imports of gold 
bars, coins and plate surged ab- 
out 68 per omit to 15:45 tonnes 
worth about $175 mUtton in Au- 
gust from 9.2 tonnes in July and 
923 tonnes ' in August 1991, the 
ministry aaid_ Taiwan removed a 
43-year-old ban on gold exports 
and lifted remaining import res- 
trictions on Aug. 1 under its 
programme of financial HberaSsa- 


tion. Bullion dealers said the 
lifting of the export ban had 
encouraged more imports by giv- 
ing investors the opportunity to 
sell abroad if they wished. “Free 
trading is having a positiye impact 
in stimulating gold imports," 
ministry director Yang Tsai- Yuan 
said by telephone. “Imports win 
continue to rise for the rest of the 
year.” The August figure brought 

Taiwan’s total gold imports to 133 
tonnes for the first eight months 
of this year, up from 67.9 tonnes 
in the same period a year earlier. 


' BUnDBi 660170 / 663170 
aanw nm shake rues list tor whom 


MOM ISUKXC BUI 
JOHMW XKUT M1K 


tan off bmk rn smtm c XffVBsnaarr 

MAS BUUW CORPORATTCff/JOKDJUi 


Mffojt mot re* xavasunx/ou 


Mtt OF JORUM 
MU BMK 

AL-HICR AL-MAB2 IffStBOURS 
■™>* XKSDKAECS 

jama nasal imibuci 
U iml SEAS MSOHAffCE 
llllVSMXi XXffUBKk ■ 

Anffnw coLF'iioKnuwah 1 
rWiVn iJK^LA*x g3J PrKfrK»a«*c3 
baHM* BcrnaJ s.’ r od n ^ m O 1 . 
JOBMffXUI EUSCTKIC POWER- x 


vauaet cuff me mxa nucs 
JD PRICE 


3.600 . 3. 
3.310 ' 2'i 
3.490 3. 

3.330 3. 

2.920 3. 

2.990 2. 

110 
1.340 1. 

2.010 3 , 

3.600 ' 3. 
3.220 3. 

4.940 I. 
IB. 300 U. 
16.800 16- 
118.250 110. 
3.950 3. 

3.610 3. 

3.900 3. 

2.030 2. 

1.700 1. 

2.450 . 2. 
• S.6SO~ .2, 
' 3.960 ' 3. 

1.-390-- l, 


77.692 
329,160 
994,998 
323,206 

SOD 295.030 
I, 404 
6,888 
4,720 
7,100 
11,862 
27,301 

15.693 
010 

“ 149 

~J‘X- “-*-* 0 * 

3,605 
.'l ii L* L. 8,470 


300 Iff . 300 
000 16.600 
000 118. 000 
550 3.SSO 


LZVBSKK 6 FOOUHX 

109,561 

1.200 

JORDAN KKttOffBL SHJPPrWC LIKES 

460 

2.300 

‘DUCTED KIDDLE EAST ( BUMJMI KOHLS 

366,000 

2.050 

JORUM MEDICAL CORPORATION 

. 109 

0.250 

nesmuor EQUIP. REVTUTO 4 mUrTEOKS 

6,646 

1.120 

mux EKTBPRISES 6 EQCIPMIWTS LEASIM 

31.966 

1.250 

JOBDM CULT HEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

17,465 

0.750 

JORDAN E2MATT CO. FOR ACM. 6 POOD PECO.' 

1,463 

1.190 

.ARAB PAPXE CONVERTING 6 TRADING 

40,985 

1.490 


THK PUBLIC NTMIMO 

arm uuhhhdh moSTOT 

mm mBuenriGRL ninncioun 

THE XBDDffXREAL CMfBKML 0 AGRICULTURAL 

NATIONAL 8ZBBL IHUDOTJU 

DM AL DAM DEVELOPMENT 6 IHVESTMENT 


MSB CBBE8 FOB PHAHL. 6 
mricmt uuiusnjuxs 


52,603 13.450 13.500 13.450 


hour uacsniES. 

13,058 

2.230 

JOBDM XVD1UXBZB9 5 MATCH/ JMCO 

26B 

1.120 

MlMim 1 NEWISH 

12,650 

2.980 

JORDAN HOOD INDUSTRIES / JWXOO 

2,736 

2.600 

NATIONAL CABLE A WISE MUDncmRM 

10,763 

5.100 

JORDM COUMXHEKICSU 

49,900 

3.940 

xa JOBDM CEMENT PACTCaiES 

10.47B 

1.330 


c ranrian^ xradb 


605,740 2.650 

33,056 8.370 


Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Richard Gere/Julia Roberts ... in 


Shows: 12 ^), 3 JO, 6 : 15 , 


\ 



/ AMLAN THEATRi 


Always something new to go with... 

"McBM-KirRwilffliAr-ito 


presented at the Ahlan Nabll and Hlsham 
Theatre, Rainbow Hall - Jabat Amman. 
We have dally performances except Mon- 
days 

V For reservation, call tel. 625155 / 



parly mil always be vigorous." 

Premier Li Peng* a member of 
the party’s highest -council, the- 
me-member Politburo Standing 
Committee, hafied the concept 
proposed in Mr. Jiang’s speech of 
a “socialist market economy" as 
“a major theoretical break- 
through,” Xinhua said. 

The congress, the first in five 
years and perhaps the last to be 
'held while Mr. Deng is still alive, 
is his attempt to ensure that his 
plans for China’s 1.1 billion peo- 
ple will be a lasting legacy, 
Ghmese sources said. - 
While Mr. Deng, a specially 
invited delegate, cud hot attend 
the opening ceremony, he was 
healthy, his daughter said. 

“My father is hale and hearty,” 
Xinhua quoted Deng Nan, a dele- 


gate, as saying. 

Mr. Jiang, following Mr. 
Deng’s! line, vowed a sweeping 
overhaul of China's lumbering 
socialist-style, centrally-planned 
economy. 

“It is no minor patching up of 
the economic structure but a fun- 
damental restructuring of the 
economy," he said. 

But Mr. Jiang promised the 
2,000 delegates in the Great Hall 
erf die People in Beijing’s Tianan- 
men Square that no matter how 
the economy changed, the Com- 
munist Party would never give up 
control. 

He ruled out absolutely Chi-' 
na’s every having a Western, 
multi-party parliamentary sys- 
tem. 

The 66-year-old party leader 


praised the June 4, 1989, army 
assault on Tiananmen Square 
that crushed the student-led pro- 
democracy movement and swore 
never to allow political turmoil in 
C hina again. 

“Without political and social - 
stability, any attempt to cany out 
reform.. .and to promote econo- 
mic development would be out of 
the question," be said. 

“We must adhere to the four 
cardinal principals (of Chinese 
communism) and resolutely eli- 
minate all factors that might lead 
to unrest or turmoil," he pointed 
out. 

Delegates to the congress, 
which will select a reshuffled 
leadership before it ends around 
Oct. 18, immediately praised Mr. 
Jiang's speech in statements to 


the official, state-controlled 
media. 

The 268 armed forces dele- 
gates, the largest of 34 delega- 
tions to the congress, pledged “to 
provide a strong security guaran- 
tee for the country’s reform, 
opening and economic develop- 
ment,” Xinhua News Agency 
said. 

While the Communist Party is 
intent on using the congress as a 
celebration of unanimity — “die 
party's unity is its life,” Mr. Jiang 
said — a number of hardline 
Marxists are opposed to the 
wholesale abandonment of tradi- 
tional economic ideals. 

They may still be able to force 
further compromises as Mr. 
Jiang's words are translated into 
policies, analysts said. 


British economic gloom deepens 
with job losses, lower confidence 


LONDON (R) — Falling indust- 
rial confidence and further job 
loses deepened Britain's busi- 
ness gloom Monday, piling press- 
ure on Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer Norman Lament to act to. 
revive the ailing economy. 

Engineering group Lucas In- 
dustries said it was shedding 
4,000 jobs worldwide, half of 
them in Britain. 

A string of leading British 
manufacturers have announced 
job cuts almost dally this month 
as unemployment, which has 
risen steadily for the past two 
years, nears three million or 10 
per cent of the workforce. 

Mr. Lamont is under heavy 
pressure to stimulate an econo- 
mic revival and help hard-pressed 
companies and ordinary Britons 
by cutting interest raxes further. 
They were lowered one point to 
nme per cent after ERM (Ex- 


Schwinn 
Bicycle files 
for bankruptcy 

CHICAGO (AP) — Schwinn 
Bicycle Co., in the business of 
making bicycles for nearly a cen- 
tury, has said that it filed for 
federal bankruptcy protection. 

The privately held Schwinn was 
forced to repr^ni^jinder chap-,, 
ter li' crf .the. bankruptcy Iaws'j 
t^caqse, of . heavy debts pxacer- « 
bated “by the protracted slug- 
gishness of die economy,” the 
company said in a statement- 

The filing — which will protect 
the company from its creditors 
while it devises a business plan — 
was made Wednesday in U.S. 
bankruptcy court here. 

“We are confident that 
Schwinn will emerge from bank- 
ruptcy as a stronger company,” 
Edward Schwinn, president and 
chief executive, aid. Schwinn 
said it was considering “equity 
investments or merger of the 
company.” 

Once a leader in the industry, 
the 97-year-old company aw its 
market share dwindle to around 
12 per cent in the mid-1970s, and 
to seven per cent today. 

1 Sales fell to $186 million in 
1991 from about $200 million the 
previous year. The company 
doesn’t release its profit figures. 


change Rate M echanis m) with- 
drawal. 

“If he doesn’t suggest a base 
rate cut soon, there could be the 
smell of a b u rni ng chancellor,” 
said Tony Norfield, chief eco- 
nomist at merchant bank Hill 
Samuel. 

Noting the Lucas job cots, 
opposition Labour Party shadow 
chancellor Gordan Brown said 
Mr. Lamont’s “mismanagement 
has meant that the economy is 
uow facing a new wave of redun- 
dancies." 

Mr. Brown’s deputy, Harriet 
Harman, joined calls for him to 
quit. “The chancellor must resign 
-because be has lost the confi- 
dence of other European finance 
nrinisteis with whom we have to 
do business.” 

“More importantly, he has 
lost tiie confidence of people here 


at home. He has shown no wil- 
lingness or ability to end the 
recession and start the process of 
economic recovery,” she said. 

A survey published Monday 
found industrial confidence had 
fallen sharply since “black 
Wednesday.” The quarterly Dun 
Bradstreet poll of 1,900 manag in g 
directors reported eight out of 10 
companies expect no improve- 
ment or a decline in sales, profits 
or new orders in the next three 
months. 

An earlier survey also released 
Monday showed that the 
financial-services sector recorded 
lower business volumes and a 
sharp downturn m confidence in 
the three months leading up to 
“black Wednesday.” 

The Confederation of British 
Industry and Coopers Lybrand 
survey of 317 companies said: 
“The improvement in business 


optimism recorded in the second 
quarter was short-lived. All sec- 
tors have since reported a drop in 
confidence, with building 
societies, securities traders ana 
fond managers indicating the 
most significant declines com- 
pared with three months ago.” 

An independent forecast using 
the British Treasury’s model of 
the economy projected Monday 
Mr. Lamont should have no diffi- 
culty achieving his target 
announced last Thursday of one 
to four per cent inflation for next 
year. 

But the Ernst Young Item Club' 
forecast said Mr. LamontV de- 
clared intention of con turning to 
bear down on inflat ion rather 
than go for growth would slow 
economic recovery, with very li- 
mited interest-rate cuts over the 
next year. 


1FG sees strong economy 
and markets in Pakistan 


ISLAMABAD (R) 4— Pakistan’s 
bourse is among the world's 
strongest emerging markets, 
trade with Central Aria is set to 
boom and several big power pro- 
jects are in the offing, the Inter- 
national Finance Corporation 
(IFQ said at. the .weekend. 

“With the impressive steps the 
government has taken to -dereg- 
ulate and privatise the industrial 
and financial sectors, I believe 
Pakistan has the potential to 
make major strides in its econo- 
mic developm ent" said Andre 
Hovagnrmian, DPC director for 
Central Aria, the Middle East 
and North Africa. 

He cited Pakistan's stock mar- 
-ket as the third best performing 
among 20 emerging markets last 
year, saying it had “tremendous 
growth potential.” 

The IFC, the Washington- 
based private sector affiliate of 
the World Bank, has so for in- 
vested $450 million in Pakistan 
and this figure could rise rapidly 
in the next two years when sever- 
al large projects are expected to 
take shape. 

The IFC is involved mainly in 
helping Pakistan to develop its 
fledgling capital markets, introducing 
new financial instruments info its Isla- 
mic banking system, Mr. Hova- 
gnjmian said. 


It also lays emphasis on sup- 
porting industrial and infrastruc- 
ture projects and attracting inter- 
national financing to large invest- 
ment projects, be said. 

The IFC is helping the Karachi 
Stock Exchange set up an orderly 
regulatory mechanism, is estab- 
lishing a central shares depository 
and trying to put a credit rating 
agency in place, said Khahd Mir- 
za, IFC regional manager capital 
markets. 

He identified a lack of “trans- 
parency” and the reluctance of 
Pakistan’s industries to disclose 
details of their business as prob- 
lems that need to be solved. 

Capitalisation of the Karachi 
Stock Exchange soared 219 per 
cent to 218.35 billion nrpees 
($8.66 billion) in June, from 
68.43 billion rupees ($2.74- bil- 
fion) in June 1991 after the gov- 
ernment lifted restrictions on 
foreign participation. 

It fell to 197.74 billion rupees 
($7.85 billion) the next month 
and has remained in die dol- 
drums, which analysts blamed on 
political uncertainty amid an 
army crackdown oh crime. 

“Share values represent excel- 
lent value for investment,” Kha- 
lid Mirza said. 

The IFC is also helping to set 
i ip Pakistan’s first private housing 


finance company. 

It is developing a convertible 
bond, which could come on the 
market in the next year, provid- 
ing a “tremendous fillip to die 
market," Mr. Mirza sard. 

Country manager Javed Hamid 
said the IFC was interested in 
Pakistan’s value added textile 
firms and in boosting cement 
production before supply out- 
stripped demand. 

He identified Central Asian 
cotton producers such as Uzbekis- 
tan and Kazakhstan as important 
trading partners for Pakistan, 
which is virtually self-sufficient in 
ginning. 

“They will need Pakistan to 
develop their spinning, weaving, 
dyeing and finishing industries,” 
Mr. Hovaguimian said. “There is 
complementarity between Pakis- 
tan and Central Asia.” 

Karachi is the nearest port to 
the landlocked former Soviet re- 
publics. The IFC delegation, 
which has spent a week in Pakis- 
tan, left for Tashkent and Alma 
Ata Monday. 

Mr. Haxnid said die IFC was 
looking into the mannfocture of 
automotive components and 
hotel projects in Pakistan as well 
as development of several power 
plants with investment of up to 
$400 or $500 million. 


☆ To Suit All Budgets ☆ 

Villa for rent & lots of flats, available with or without 
furniture. 

. Please call: Jordan Properly Consultants. 

jei: mm/mm ... 


Model 1989, dark navy blue, duty unpaid, regular stick 
shift, electric windows, electric mirror, electric sunroof, 
electric central lock, hydrolic-jack, ABS (anti-lock brake 
system), in excellent condition, mileage 60,000 
kilometres. 


1, ■■■-* 


FOR RENT 

A villa consists of two separate floors. The first floor is for 
rent. 

Total area: 250m 2 with basement 160m 2 . Finishing is 
super deluxe. 

Location: South Urn Al Summaq. 

For further Information, call teL 827977 

FOR SALE 

Classic Maserati 1982 Quatroporto 
Duty not paid 

Call 636697 




FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, modem 
kitchen, 2 bathrooms, sitting room, separate central 
heating. Preferable for foreigners. 

Location: Shmeisani. 

Call tel. 621652 


I Furnished Floor For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 salons, 3 bath- 
rooms, and two verandas, with telephone & 
separate central heating. 

Location: Jabal Amman - between the 4th & 
5th Circies. 

Annual rent: JD 7,500 
For more information, please call 
tel. No.: 827082/820236/827736 


DUTY FREE CARS 

1. Ford Sierra Estate 1989 — in need of repairs 

2. Land rover County LWB 110, 1989 

3. Rover Sherpa Minibus, 1987 

4. Suzuki motorcycle TS 250, 1988 

For details, call 623100 between 830 and 3:00 pm. 
sealed bids to be received by November 1, 1992 


Need 5 child-loving girls. Will pay 200 U.S. 
dollars for 2 weeks and 125.$ U.S. for 1 week 
+ free room and board to care and play with 
foreign children from 1-9 years old on the 
beach of Aquamarina Hotel Aqaba from 24th 
of October. 

Please call 687205 or 646092 
for interview with Mrs. Khoury 
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First U.S. debate brings no 
knockouts, but may boost Clinton 


ST. LOUIS, Missouri (R) — Bfll 
Clinton might have dmcfacd the 
Nov. 3 U.S. election with a 
blonder-free performance in Sun- 
day's first presidential debate and 
Ross Perot dearly refurbished his 
image but George Bosh isn't con- 
ceding defeat. 

“Stay with our programme and 
watch os move this country for- 
ward,” foe embattled president 
told his* supporters at a post- 
debate rally after they bravely 
proclaimed him die winner of the 
televised debate seen by more 
than €0 million voters. 

But quick polls taken after the 
debate told a different, and for 
Mr. Bush supporters, a for more 
depressing story. 

Separate Gallop polls for 
Newsweek and CNN/USA Today 
Showed Mr. Perot a dear winner 
erf the debate ahead of Democrat 
Bill Clinton with President Bosh 
a distant third. 

A third poll by ABC News of 
637 registered voters, which had a 
sampling error of pins or minus 
4_5 points, showed 28 per cent 
said Mr. Clinton won, 24 per cent 
put Perot ahead and 18 per cent had 
President Bush ahead. Twenty six 
per cent scored it a tie. 

The CNN poll showed that the 
voters feh Mr. Clinton bad the 
best grasp of the issues. Mr. Bush 
was rated second in that category 
and Mr* Perot finished third. 

Asked by a reporter who won, 
Mr. Bosh sh digged his shoulders. 

University of Virginia political 
analyst Larry Sabafio said Mr. 
Clinton, who leads Mr. Bosh by a 
substantial margin in popularity 
polls just 22 days before the 
election, “did what he had to do” 
in the debate. 

’ “Bush made his points welL.. 
but he did not funda men tally 
change the equation of the. elec- 
tion, which is what be had to do,” 
. Mr. Sabato told CNN's Larry 
King Live. 

...The one truly dramatic mo- 
ment of the debate — the first of 
three in eight days — came when 
Mr. Clinton accused the preri- 
. dent of impugning his patriotism 
on Vietnam War issues and com- 
• paring Mr. Bush unfavourably to 
. his father, Connecticut Senator 
Prescott Bush, who once stood up 
to red-baiting Senator Joseph 
McCarthy. 

“Your father was right to stand 
up to Joe McCarthy. You were 
wrong to attack my patriotism. I 
was opposed to the war, but I 
love my country. And we need a 
president who will bring this 
country together, not divide it,” 
he said. . 

But Mr. Perot, a Texas bil- 
lionaire seen as an eccentric egot- 
ist because of his on-again, off- 



George Bosh 




Ross Perot 


again flirtation with presidential 
politics, frequently upstaged Mr. 
Bush and Mr. CUnton with tart 
quotes on America's fofled lead- 
ership, its disastrous budget de- 
ficits and its need to swallow 
austerity to recover. 

“The party's over, and it's time 
ta.-lhe dean-up crew," he said in 
one of his folksy sallies at politics 
as usual. 

Despite Mr. Perot’s strong per- 
formance political analysts 
cautioned that the effect of pres- 
idential debates on the actual 
election are historically only tran- 
sitory, peoples' confirming in- 
clinations rather than chang in g 
their votes. 

Even before the debate ended, 
the candidates’ top advisers and 
leading supporters flooded the 
press room to int er pret the en- 
counter. 

Mr. Bush's surrogates went to 
great lengths to praise Mr. 
Perot's performance, obviously 
convinced that the independent 
could siphon support from Mr. 
Ointon and change the dynamics 
of foe presidential campaign. 

“Circuitously, Bosh wins be- 
cause Perot (fid so welL Perot 
doing so well... helps George 
Bosh look presidential,” said 
Housing Secretary Jack Kemp. 

Afterwards, a smiling Ointon 
rushed out of the Washington 
University Gymnasium where the 
encounter took place and shook 
hands with about 50 well-wishers 
lined up to greet him. 

The Arkansas governor even 
shook hands with a Bush partisan 
who told him: “I hope yon lose — 
Busb-Quayie all foe way.” 

Mr. CUnton then attended a 
large outdoor rally attended by a 
wfldly cheering crowd estimated 
at 7,000 people before flying to 
Philadelphia to campaign Mon- 
day. 

“We have three weeks and. one 
day to win the election and 
change the ■country... and. lift np 
die people. That’s what I tried to 


do tonight That's what I'm going 
to do for three more weeks. 
That's what I want yon to commit 
yourself to. We owe it to the 
American people,” Mr. Ointon 
said. 

Mr. Perot planned to continue 
his unconventional campaign 
which relies on televised appeals 
for s upp or t rather than in-peison 
vote getting, efforts. 

President Bush has sought to 
convince sceptical voters that he 
has what it takes to solve Amer- 
ica's economic woes, but instead 
be may have ended up confusing 
them by casually announcing a 
futur e new role for Jim Baker. 

Mr. Bosh, who badly trails 
Democratic challenger BUI Clin- 
ton in opinion polls, said that he 
would bring in politically savvy 
White House Chief of Staff James 
Baker to coordinate domestic 
policy if he won reelection next 
month. 

The abrupt about-foce — Mr. 
Bush only a week ago said be 
expected Mr. Baker to return to 
his former job as secretary of 
state after the Nov. 3 election — 
was one of the few surprises in 
the first presidential debate Sun- 
day night that broke little new 
ground on the econcnpic front. 

But it wasn’t dear what Bush 
had planned for Mr. Baker — or 
for the economy — with some 
seeing the aide as a domestic 
policy czar and others just as 
manager of the transition team to 
a second term. 

Currency dealers in Tokyo said 
the debate had little impact on 
trading there, adding that the 
markets paid more attention to 
remarks Saturday by Federal Re- 
serve Chair man Alan Greenspan 
that the economy was “very slug- 


may lie more in the hands of Mr. 


With the next president — 
whoever he is — hampered from 
taking dramatic action to boost 
the economy because of the big 
budget defeat — analysts said the 
future course of the economy 


_ i the candidates want 
to move in opposite directions, 
the leash on the next president 
will be quite short,” said Roger 
Brixmer and David Wyss of the 
Massachasetts-based DRI/ 
McGrow Hffl think tank. ’ 

Mr. Bush body defended his 
ad mini stration's conciliatory pofi- 
cy. towards China Sunday, saying 
he would not embrace Mr. Clin- 
ton’s approach and “isolate” Pek- 
ing. 

Mr. Bosh and Mr. Ointon also 
differed on the U.S. forces neces- 
sary in Europe, with Mr. CUnton 
titmg a study saying foe troops 
there could be reduced to 100,000 
now that the cold war is over. 

Mr. Bush said Communist Chi- 
na had made progress on human 
rights issues, although not 
enough. “But... kind of humiliat- 
ing them is not the way you make 
foe kind of progress we are get- 
ting,” the president said. 

“Governor Clinton’s philoso- 
phy is isolate them... you isolate 
Coma and turn them inward, and 
then we’ve made a tremendous 
mistake. And Tm not going to do 
it,” Mr. Bush said. 

The president said he had im- 
posed some sanctions against 
Peking, while backing the grant- 
ing of most favoured nation 
(MFN) trading status for China 
because of its economic reforms. 

Mir. CUnton said be would 
make MFN trading status contin- 
gent on more Chinese p rogress in 
the human rights area. 

“I would be firm. I would say if 
yon want to continue most- 
favoured-nation status for your 
govenunent-owned industries as 
well as your private ones, observe 
human rights in the future, open 
your society, recognise the legi- 
timacy of those kids that were 
carrying the statue of liberty” in 
the pro-democracy Tiananmen 
Square demonstrations of 1989,” 
Mh. Clinton said. 


Serbs open 
in northern Bosnia 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serbs said Monday they had 
forced open a lifeline corridor in 
north Bosnia shut down by fierce 
fighting with Croat and Muslim 
units. 

“Traffic has been re- 


established through the liberated 
corridor near Brcko,” ' said a 


statement by the Bosnian Serb 
army. 

The corridor. Uniting Serbia 
proper with Krajina in Croatia, 
bad been broken for several days, 
trapping travellers and refugees 
during a major outburst of fight- 
ing in the area. 

The fighting followed the fell of 
Bosansld Brod, the last major 
town in north Bosnia still held by 
Croats, on Tuesday. 

The corridor is the only supply 
route for Krajina, a Serb-held 
enclave in Croatia, and it is all the 
more vital with the approach of 
the bitter Balkan winter. 

Serb soldiers told journalists 
that seven of their own men had 
been killed in the fighting and 
that they believed scores of 
Croats had died. 

Journalists saw tanks reduced 
to smouldering wrecks in Brcko 
as exhausted Serb soldiers waved 
flags and gave Serbian three- 
finger salutes, combining the V- 
fbr- victory and a sign of the 
Christian Holy Trinity. 

Houses burned but there were 
no corpses to be seen. 

“During the battle for the li- 
beration of this road the army of 
the Serb Republic (of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina) destroyed four 
jnemy tanks,” the army state- 
ment said. 


Fighting in north Bosnia has 
focused on Gradacac, the last 
town still held by Muslims in the 
region, amid strong evidence that 
the Serbs are violating a United 
Nations' no-fly ban and launching 
fierce tu'r attacks on the town. 

• If confirmed, this defiance will 
pot Security Council resolve to 
the test as its ban did not specify 
how 'the zone wouid be enforced 
other than to say “argent mea- 
sures” would be taken. 

-The Serbs have denied using 
vftirpianes over foe past several 
days and a senior Bosnian Serb 
official said Monday that the Un- 
ited States was plying pressure 
and indirectly threatening milit- 
ary intervention. * 


“Because of (U.S. President 
George) Bush's election cam- 
paign, the Serbian Republic (of 
Bosnia-Herzegovina) has been 
exposed to severe pjressue,” 
Aleksa Buha, the setf-prodatmed 
republic's foreign minister, said. 

“The next 20 days are decisive 
and therefore we have to do 
everything we can not to provide 
an excuse for intervention.” 

Bosnian radio reported Mon- 
day that Gradacac was quiet with 
only sporadic mortar bombs but 
added that heavy battles took 
place in Bihac, a Muslim-held 
pocket in the northwest along foe 
border with Croatia. 

Tbe war in Bosnia began when 
the former Yugoslav republic's 
Serb minority rebelled against its 
international recognition which 
was the wish of its Croats and 
Muslims. 

Both Serbs and Croats, 
although at war with one another, 
agree that the republic should be 
divided along ethnic lines unlike 
tbe Muslims who are fighting for 
a unitary state. 

•Sarajevo was relatively calm 
Monday. Only occasional shoot- 
ing on the city’s outskirts marred 
what police called one of tbe 
quietest nights of the war. 

Tbe old town, target of some of 
tbe fiercest shelling, was very 
quiet, like new Sarajevo to the 
west, although there was some 
anti-aircraft fire in Vogosca, 
north of the city. 

Police attributed the lull to the 
presence in the city of General 
Philippe Morillon , commander of 
United Nations forces in Bosnia. 

Tbe city has been relatively 
quiet since last Wednesday when 
three days of fierce fighting in 
and around the Hrasno district, 
west of the centre, died down. 

Sarajevo remained without wa- 
ter or electricity despite repeated 
radio broadcasts over the 
weekend saying that service 
would be restored.’ 

Irfan Dumic, the director erf 
Sarajevo's electric company, said 
the dty was due to get power 
during the day. 

The broadcasts credit the U.N. 
Protection Force with trying to 
help restore service but blame 
Serb forces for undermining tbe 
effort, charging they had cut pow- 
er trammission lines that had just 
been repaired. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


lliescu wins In Romania 


BUCHAREST (R) — Veteran former Communist Ion lliescu has 
clinched victory in the second and final round of Romania’s 
presidential elections, incomplete official results showed Monday. 
The 62-year-old former aide to late Stalinist dictator Nicolae 
Ceansesco has 56 per cent of tbe vote, well ahead of opposition 
challenger Emil Constantinescu who is cu r rently on 42 per cent, 
the Central Electoral Authority said. The figure was baaed on an 
incomplete tally, with ballots from almost half of the polling 
stations counted. Tbe pro-democracy election mo ni to ri ng group 
also said Mr. lliescu had won with almost two thirds of the vote, 
based on an independent parallel count. Tbe final official result is 
not expected before Tuesday. On Sunday Romanians voted in a 
presidential run-off ballot that tested whether this Balkan country 
of 23 million people was ready for a dear break until its 
Communist past. 


Russians board Greenpeace ship 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian coastguards fired three shots across 
the bow of a greenpeace ship investigating nuclear contamination 
in the far north and boarded tbe vessel, the environmental group 
said. A spokesman for Russian Border Forces confirmed the 
incident and said the Dutch-registered Soto was boarded and 
searched after it crossed illegally into Russian territorial waters. 
Greenpeace spokeswoman Eteonor O’Hanlon said in Moscow 
that two officers and 10 coastguards boarded tbe Solo and were 
holding talks with the captain and other leaders of the environ- 
mental group. Ms. O’Hanlon said information from tbe ship 
indicated the Soto vessel was in international waters when it was 
boarded. In Amsterdam, where Greenpeace is based, spokes- 
woman Fransce Verdeuzeldonk said two Russian officers and 10 
men boarded tbe Soto off the Rosrian islands of Novaya IZemlya 
at around 0930 GMT. 


Minister’s call may spell Kanemaru’s end 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese cabinet minister's blunt call Monday 
for the resignation of the noting party’s scandal-tainted backstage 
boss could spell the end of Shin Kanemaru’s reign as “kingmak- 
— ” “There is no other course but for him to take moral 


er. 


responsibility and resign," Construction Minister Taku Yamazaki 
told a rally in Kobe, western Japan. “The fact that stones are 
being thrown at bun from every side makes this not only a 
problem for Mr. Kanemani, but an issue engulfing Japanese 
politics as a whole,” Mr. Yamazaki said. Mr. Yamazaki was the 
first member of Prime Minister Khdn Miyazawa’s cabinet to 
Speak out openly against the kingmaker and his statement means 
the highest ranks of government have now joined tbe chorus 
decrying Mr. Kanemaru. 


Explosion shatters London pub 


LONDON (AP) — An explosion shattered a pub at lunch time 
Monday in the popular Covent Garden area, injuring four people, 
police and. ambulance .workers said. One person was hospitalised 
with serious injuries! “There was blood everywhere,” said 
Graham Anderson, manager of tire Ice Tea House across the 
street from the pub. No one immediately claimed responsibility 
for tire explosion in the Sussex Pub, which followed a series of 
seven Irish Republican Army (IRA) attacks in London last week. 
Police said foe explosion at 1:32 p.m. (1232 GMT) came nine 
minutes after a warning was telephoned to a radio station. 
London Ambulance Service said one “emergency” casualty was 
■taken to University College Hospital, and three other injured- 
people were being treated at the scene. 


Americans 
awarded 
Nobel " 
Medicine 


Prize 


•STOCKHOLM (AP) — The 
Nobel Prize in Physiology or 
Medicine was awarded Monday 
to two Americans who flhunin- 


oseful in preventing tbe rejection 
of .organ transplants. 

Edmond Fischer, 72, and 
Edwin Krebs, 74, wfll shoe the 
Si-2 million prize for their dis- 
coveries in the 1950s concerning 
“reversible protein phosphoryla- 
tion.” 


Their work has helped scien- 
tists understand such thongs as 
bow the drug Cyclosporin pre- 
vents rejection of transplanted 
organs, why certain cancers de- 
velop and how the body uses 
sugar to produce energy. 

The two men, who work at the 
Uni v e rs i ty of Washington in Seat- 
tie, purified and characterised the 
first enzyme that helps regulate' 
the interaction erf proteins, said 
the Nobel Assembly at the Karo- 
Knalra Tnrtfaite. which awarded 
the prize. 


“Their fundamental finding in- 
itiated a research area which now 
is one of the most active and 
wide-ranging,” the assembly said. 

‘Tm totally overwhelmed,” 
Dr. Fischer tokl the Associated 
Press by telephone from his Seat- 
tle home. “It’s surprising, be- 
cause when you think how many 
persons are doing superb work in 
tiie field, you can flunk of literally 
dozens of other people who 
would deserve it” 

Dr. Krebs and Dr. Fischer 
have worked together since the 
early 1950s. 

Proteins are the tods of tbe 1 
living organism, regulating its. 
reactions and activities. Among' 
■other functions, proteins main- 
tain dictate growth and cellular 
division, release hormones and 
mediate muscular work. 


The assembly said Dr. Fischer 
and Dr. Krebs’ baric discoveries 
were made through studies of a 
special muscle system. They 
“showed how proteins in the 
muscle cell rapidly make the 
energy supply accessible for 
muscular work.” 

Of the 155 winners erf the prize 
from 1901 through 1992, 69 have 
been American, althoogh Ger- 
man scientists Edwin Neher and 
Bert Sakmann broke a U.S. 
streak last year. 


Tbe prize is usually shared, as 
the committee tries to honour the 
explosion of research that has led 
to medical cures, treatments and 
understanding of how the body 
works and bow it breaks down. 

The award, one of five en- 
dowed by the will of Swedish 
dynamite inventor Alfred Nobel, 
is commonly thought of as foe 
“Medicine Prize.” But it is also 
meant to honour discoveries in 
physiology, the study of frow liv- 
ing organisms function. 


Shevardnadze wins 


in Georgian elections 


TBILISI, Georgia (AP) — 

Eduard Shevardnadze overwhel- 
mingly won election to Georgia’s 
top post of parliament chairman, 
giving a decisive vote of confi- 
dence to his troubled govern- — — „ 

ment« pre liminar y results showed casualties as possible. . 
Monday. “But one condition 


Mir. Shevardnadze said be 
hoped to. find a political solution 
to the fighting in Abkhazia, but 
“if there is no such solution, well 
have to took for. a military solu- 
tion that would cause as few 


The. former Soviet foreign 
minister won ^bout 95 per cent of 
the vote in Sunday’s balloting in 
the war-torn Caucasus Mountains 
nation, according to Merab 
Alsksidze, chairman of tile Cm* 
teal Election Committee. 

Tbe balloting was seen as a 
referendum on the legitimacy of 
Mr. Shevardnadze’s rule as bead 
of the ruling State Council. He 
had returned to lead bis native 
land in March after tbe omster of 
President Zviad Gamsakhurtfia. 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who ran 
'unopposed, easily achieved the 
required one-third of tbe vote to 
win the nation's highest elected 
post. Results showed he received 
wide-ranging support across the 
country — inciudmg areas of 
western Georgia where Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia has remained 
popular since be was overthrown 
in January. 

About 83 per cent of tins 3.6 
millio n eligible voters turned out, 
despite the civil strife in the for- 
mer Soviet republic. 

The elections were postponed 
m nine districts: In several Gam- 
sakhunfia strongholds of western 
Georgia; the etmricaDy troubled 
area of South Ossetia; and tbe 
breakaway region of Abkhazia, 
where Georgian troops have 
fought separatists for seven 
weeks. In all, some 316,000 peo- 
ple ip these areas were deprived 
of their vote, officials said. 

In a speech on Georgian televi- 
sion early Monday, Mr. Shevard- 
nadze said the election would 
turn the country “toward demo- 
cracy.” 

“I worship my people and I am 
ready to kneel in front of them, 
thanking tbem for their wisdom,” 
he said. “The enthusiasm for foe 
election showed that hope still 
exists.” 


... must be 

fulfilled: There must be Georgian 
forces on tbe border between 
Georgia and Russia,” he said. 

Following a series of victories 
this month, Abkhazian troops — 
bolstered by Muslim militants 
from southern Russia — control 
the region from its capital of 
Sukhmni to the border with Rus- 
sia, a distance of 100 kflometres. 
Mr. Shevardnadze last week de- 
manded the separa t i s t s give back 
all territory they seized after Oct. 
1. 

Mr. Shevardnadze. 64, wielded 
control over Georgia when he 
was its Communist Party first 
secretary from 1972 until 1985. 
When Mikhail Gorbachev be- 
came leader of the Soviet Union, 
he chose Mr. Shevardnadze as his 
foreign minister, and together the 
two mapped an end to the cold 
war with the West 

Preliminary results also showed 

that the other three members of 
the State Council — Prime Minis- 
ter Tengiz Sigua, Defence Minis- 
ter Tengiz Kitovani, and State 
Council First Deputy Chairman 
Dzhaba T natKani — were elected 
to parliament, the ITAR-TASS 
News Agency reported. 

Three centrist factions won the 
majority of seats in the 234- 
member parliament — foe 11th of 
October Bloc, the Mshividoba 
(Peace) Bloc mid Ertoba (Unity) 
Bloc. The 11th of > o October 
faction also. includes members of 
the Nationalist People's Front. 

Although no disturbances were 
reported at the polls, officials said 
Georgian forces lost two aircraft 
in fighting over Abkhazia Son- 
day, killing one person. Military 
officials said a SU-25 bomber was 
shot down over Esbera and a 
helicopter was downed 
■ S ukhumi . 
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Tajikistan calls for 
peacekeeping forces 


MOSCOW (R) — The war-torn 
Central Asian repubhe of Tajikis- 
tan Monday appealed to the 
Commonwealth to send in 
peacekeeping forces from neigh- 
bouring Kyrgyzstan as quickly as 
possible, ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. 

Commonwealth leaders agreed 
at a summit Friday to send a 

Tajikistan if leaders in tbe former 
Soviet republic formally agreed. 

Acting Tajik President Akbar- 
sho Isfcandaroy also appealed for 
urgent humanitarian aid, includ- 
ing technical assistance to streng- 
then law enforcement 

Hundreds of people have died 
in clashes between' opponents at 
supporters of ousted President 
Rakhmon Nabiyev, forced to res- 


ign last month. 

A separate TASS report from 
the Tajik capital Dushanbe said 
{several people had beat 
over tiie weekend in fightidg be- 
tween rival, factions in tiie south- 
ern Kuxgan-'tyube faction. 

Fighting centred on tbe 
Kuibyshev State Farm and the 
regional capital Kurgan-Tyube. 
TASS quoted refugees from the 
area as saying electricity supplies 
were cut and industry had come 
to a halt 


Tajikistan, bordering on 
A fghani stan and China, ranks as 
tiie poorest of tiie former Soviet 
republics. Political conflict rages 
alongside clan rivalries and 
attempts by Islamic milxtants to 
win influence. 


Americans celebrate Columbus; 
confront his legacy of destruction 


By tbe Associated Press 


SOME Americans celebrated tbe 
500th anniversary of Christopher 
Columbus' arrival, while others 
criticised tbe explorer’s legacy of 
destruction of native cultures — 
and occasionally, the two sides 
confronted each other. 

In Columbus, Ohio, the largest 
dty in the world named for the 
explorer, only about two blocks 
separated the opposing view- 
points Monday. 

A 'ceremony celebrating the 
explorer's arrival was planned, 
aboard a full-scale replica of the 
Santo Maria, one of Columbus’ 
three ships, docked on the Scioto 
River. 

Nearby in a park, American* 
Indian groups scheduled a memo- 
rial service for those victimised by 
the European arrival in the 


Americas. 

“We’re not going to celebrate 
Columbus. We’re going to be 
there to mourn,” said Ken Irwin, 
executive director of the Ohio 
Indian Movement and the Ohio 
Council of Native American Bu- 
rial Rights. 

A few blocks also separated the 
two rides Monday in Chicago, 
where American Indians were 
invited to join the main Col- 
umbus Day parade downtown but 
an anti-Columbus group planned 
an alternative parade nearby. 

In San Francisco, chanting de- 
monstrators gathered Sunday at 
the waterfront and anchored five 
sailboats offshore to block a re- 
enactment of Columbus’ arrival. 
The re-enactment never took 
place. 

“We had suggested totbe peo- 
ple .who were naming it that 


discretion might be the greater 
part of valor,” Park Police Lt. 
Michael Foster said. 

Later in San Francisco, some- 
one threw a firebomb at a police 
radio car during a parade in tbe 
heavily Italian North Beach sec- 
tion. No one was injured. About 
40 people were arrested, some in 
the firebombing and others for 
investigation of interfering with a 
parade or inciting a riot. Police 
said they didn’t know whether 
those arrested were pro- or anti- 
Columbns. 


About two dozen anti- 
Co Iambus demonstrators joined 
a Columbus Day parade Sunday 
in Boston, carrying a banner 
reading, “Columbus didn’t have 
to (to what he did. Neither do 


we. 


Dominicans lament Columbus 


victims; Pope praises him 


SANTO DOMINGO (R) — Just boon after Pope loin Ptal 
praised e xp lorer Christopher Cofambua Sunday a an! group of 
Domhikasa staged a raarebnitt etmmmy for the Indian, 
victims of coionbatiau of the Americas. 

Some 1M mr—btra of CathoBc and Protestant grasps held a 
two-boor evening vigil on the Dominican capital's wa te rfr ont in 
remember, they mid ia a statement, “aB those who losttfcdr Rees 
rather than submit to tiie yoke d the con^stadocs.” 

To bonoer-foe mflflons of AmeriaHBanH who died at foe hands of 
the Spaniards, and the African slam shipped to to replace them, 
the portldp aB t a saag laments to the beat of the AflrteaB- alyl e d ru m s 
stffl played hi the Dufokm RepnbBr. 

The Pope drew cr i tid a a from some Donriniran Cathodes for 
holding an outdoor mam Sunday to the shadow of tbe conservative 
government's l a vish new li gh tho use Monumen t to Cotantba*. 

They es nrider foe raon a meat to be too expensi v e for a poor 
country and foe tmoad Ear the iasw, fifouatw! at less than 
100, MO, , was smaller than expected. 

Dartog foe ceremony, the Pontiff praised Cofambusta bribing 
Ch ristiani ty to Latin America, which wB soon c on tain Mf the 
world’s Cathodes, and caBed Oct. 12, 1492 “one of foe most 
important dates to foe history of humanity ." 

Bat be deplored the violence and atom meted out to foe 
imHgn i oiM peoples and arid they cu a flind to suffer. - 


A spectator, Tommy Perkins, 
responded: “Columbus wasn’t 
perfect, but nobody is. You can 
find dirt on everyone in your 
history books.” 

In Boalsburg. Pa., a distant 
relative of Columbus said the 
linc cntenni al was a chance “to 
bade over 500 years at the 
values and virions that shaped 
America.” 

“We learn from the past, both 
the accomplishments and the mis- 
takes,” said Christopher Lee, 
whose great-grandmother was the 
niece of a Columbus descendant. 


• Kfr. Lecfc family, which inher- 
ited the chapel of the Columbus 
Castle in Spain around tbe turn of 
the century and rebuilt it in Penn- 
sylvama, held a festival at the rite 
and invited members of tiie Afri- 
can Student Association at near- 
ly Pennsylvania State University 
to erect ateanti-Cohunbus tfisplay 
in front. 

Despite criticism of Columbus 
in recent years, nearlytwo-thirds 
of Americans still think highly of 
him, an Associated! Press pdl 
found. 



Amazon still 
yielding secrets 


Tattoo test draws 
body art lovers 
and wearers 


3rd set of Siamese 
twins born In Chile 
in 10 days 


Bush’s briefs 
bag big bucks 


PIQUA, Ohio (AP) — Linda 
Roth wanted a brief bit of his- 
tory- Or a bit of briefs history. So 
she paid $325 for a pair of Presi- 
dent George Bush’s undershorts. 
Mr. Bush donated the auto- 
graphed undies for this 
weekend’s great outdoor under- 
wear festival. “Buying the under- 
wear was a piece of history,’’ said 

Ms. Roth, who bid by telephone. 
She said she also bought the 
shorts “to encourage people to 
vote for George Bush.” Mr. Bush 
mw be — ahem — behind in foe 
pops, but he beat Democrat Bill 
CUnton in the bidding. Ron Be& 
of Troy paid $200 tar a pair of 
shorts autographed by Mr. Clin- 
ton and ins r unning mate; A1 
Gore. The festival started in 1988- 
to promote the dty and its herit- 
age- In the early 1900s, Piqua had 
eight knitting mflls that produced 
lingerie, men’s shorts and other 
underwear. One mill remains in 
operation. Proceeds from foe au- 


etion go toward future festivals. 


Study; Computer 
chip workers risk 
miscarriage 


NEW YORK (AP) — / 
con ^“ ss i<med by IBM ha 
a high incidence of mist 
among w omen ’who mane 
5 0 *“P ntcr drips. Researc 
fohns Hopkins Umver 
Baltimore found a 33 3 n 
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NEW YORK (AP) - A ppdtet- 
rized monkey with a koala-fike 
face has been discovered in a 
remote part of the Amazon, the 
latest evidence that foe world’s 
largest rain forest has yet to give 
up all of its secrets, a biologist 
. said. The monkey, which has a 
•hint of zebra stripes, is "a com- 
pletely new species” and its dis- 
covery “shows how poorly wc still 
know an area like foe Amazon,” 
said RusseD Mittenneier of Con- 
servation International. Tbe en- 
vironmental group, based in 
Washington, D.C., conducts re- 
search projects aimed at preserv- 
ing threatened species aad biolo- 
gical diversity. Mr. MHtenocier’s 
formal scientific description of 
the monkey will be published 
j Monday — Columbus Day — in 
'the Brazilian scientific journal 
Goekiiana. “It's a minor discov- 
ery to commemorate tbe discov- 
ery of America,” be said. The 
monkey, christened the Manes 
(pronounced Mah-wayss) Mar- 
moset, was found earlier this year 
by Marco Schwarz, a Swiss 
biologist, in an undisturbed area 
near foe Manes River, a tributary 
of tbe Amazon 1,220 kilometres 
upriver from tbe Amazon Delta. 
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NEW YORK (AP) — Rumps, 
breasts, backs, thighs, hips, 
calves, ankles — all were adorned 
with ink and on display as human 
canvasses showed off their body 
art for each other and a panel of 
judges at the seventh annual Tat- 
too Festival. Equal parts art ex- 
hibit, freak show and peep show, 
the festival drew hundreds of 
tattoo artists and wearers. “This 
is not a moment for shyness. This 
is a moment for exhibitionism” 
exhorted Ari Roussinoff, a New 
York filmmaker who served as 
master of ceremonies. Some 
sported one demure tattoo; 
others were covered with intri- 
cate designs. Some bore simple 
blade etching; others boasted col- 
ourful flesh tapestries. “It’s 
addictive,” said Tanya Shflshtut., 
18, of New York, who got on 
stage to show off a flaming cat 
engraved cm her left hip. “If I was 
a male. I'd probably tattoo my 
whole body-” 




SANTIAGO (R) — Three sets of 
Siamese twins have been born in 
Chile within the last 10 days, the 
state Televirion National said 
Sunday. The third pair, two boys 
joined at tbe chest, were born at a 
central Santiago hospital but dieb 
shortly afterwards, doctors told 
Television National, which 
showed film of the pai im- 
mediately after their birth. Doc- 
tors are studying whether foey 
can separate two more pairs, one 
bom in Santiago and another in 
the nearby town of Rancagna in 
tiie last 10 days. Paediatrician 
Fanny Cortes told Television 
National that dregs could be re- 
sponsible for foe phenomenon. 
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